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(... fines and other remedies are imposed by the Commission; whereas commitments are offered voluntarily by the company. This means that
commitments invite a cooperative attitude on the part of the companies, which I always regard as a good thing. ...

N

Our experience shows that most companies implicated in anti—competitive practices go for the solution that can best protect their interests and
reputation. When companies offer commitments, they will not pay fines — although the pledges they take with us can cost them quite a bit. They
choose this option also because they can close the case faster and — importantly — before we formally find that they have broken the law.
Offering commitments without any acceptance of wrongdoing is much easier to justify than receiving a fine.

.. Why do we take many article 9 decisions? One reason is that we too prefer to conclude cases swiftly when this brings the most benefits to the
markets. In certain industries — such as high—tech and fast—moving markets — it is important that competition is restored quickly and effectively. ...

We have seen that article 9 decisions have been an excellent tool to keep good competitive conditions in the Single Market and that they are a
\favourite option among companies.
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.. [ think it is clear that commitment decisions offer advantages not just to the businesses we are investigating, but also to market players who are
suffering from anticompetitive behaviour, to tax payers, consumers and the economy in general. There are basically two key advantages to
commitment decisions: First of all, they can offer sound, tailor made solutions to competition concerns. Second, such concerns can be solved
more quickly using commitment decisions than prohibition decisions.
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