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Yoshimitsu Kobayashi       
 

 
Birth date   November 18, 1946 
 
Academic background: 

1971 M. Science, Interdisciplinary Science, the University of Tokyo 
1972 Study in physical chemistry at the Hebrew University of Jerusalem, Israel 
1972 Study in chemistry at the Scuola Normale Superiore in Pisa, Italy 
1975 Doc. Philosophy, Radiation Physics, the University of Tokyo 

 
Professional career: 

Dec. 1974 Joined Mitsubishi Chemical Industries Corp. (current Mitsubishi Chemical Corp.) 
June 1996 General Manager, Information Storage Products Department, Information and  

Electronics Company, Mitsubishi Chemical Corporation 
President, Mitsubishi Kagaku Media Co., Ltd. 

June 2003 Executive Officer, Mitsubishi Chemical Corporation 
President, Mitsubishi Kagaku Media Co., Ltd. 

April 2005 Managing Executive Officer,(supervising science and technology strategy, 
corporate science and technology research, and intellectual property) Mitsubishi 
Chemical Corporation 
President and Chief Executive Officer, Member of the Board, Representative 
Director, Mitsubishi Chemical Group Science and Technology Research Center, 
Inc. 

June 2006 Member of the Board, Mitsubishi Chemical Holdings Corporation Chairman, 
Mitsubishi Kagaku Institute of Life Sciences 

Feb. 2007 Member of the Board, Mitsubishi Chemical Corporation 
April 2007 President & Chief Executive Officer, Member of the Board, Representative 

Director, Mitsubishi Chemical Holdings Corporation 
President and Chief Executive Officer, Member of the Board, Representative 
Director, Mitsubishi Chemical Corporation 

May 2008 Co-Chairman, Committee on Europe, KEIDANREN (Japan Business Federation) 
April 2009 President, Member of the Board, The KAITEKI Institute, Inc. 
April 2011 Deputy Chairman, KEIZAI DOYUKAI (Japan Association of Corporate  

Executives) 
April 2012 President and Chief Executive Officer, Member of the Board, Representative 

Director, Mitsubishi Chemical Holdings Corporation 
Chairman, Member of the Board, Mitsubishi Chemical Corporation President, 
Member of the Board, The KAITEKI Institute, Inc. 
 



June 2012 Outside Director and Nominating Committee Member, Tokyo Electric Power 
Company, Inc. 
Outside Director, Japan Display Inc. 

July 2012 Chairman, Japan Petrochemical Industry Association 
Jan. 2013 Private Sector Member, Council on Economic and Fiscal Policy, Japan 
May 2014 Chairman, Japan Chemical Industry Association 
Sept. 2014 Private Sector Member, Council for Industrial Competitiveness, Japan 
Feb. 2015 Chairman, Member of the Board, The KAITEKI Institute, Inc. 
March 2015 Private Sector Member, Intellectual Property Strategy Headquarters, Japan 
April 2015 Chairman, Member of the Board, Representative Director, Mitsubishi Chemical 

Holdings Corporation 
Chairman, Member of the Board, Mitsubishi Chemical Corporation 
Chairman, Member of the Board, The KAITEKI Institute, Inc. 
Chairman, KEIZAI DOYUKAI (Japan Association of Corporate Executives) 

June 2015 Chairman, Member of the Board, Mitsubishi Chemical Holdings Corporation 
Chairman, Member of the Board, Mitsubishi Chemical Corporation 
Chairman, Member of the Board, The KAITEKI Institute, Inc. 

July 2015 Chairman of the Board, Council on Competitiveness-Nippon 
Sept. 2015 Member of the Board (Outside Director), Toshiba Corporation 
Sept. 2016 Member, Council for Advancing Structural Reform 
Oct. 2016 Member, Committee for Reforming TEPCO and Overcoming 1F Challenges 
Oct. 2017 Management Committee Member, The Nuclear Damage Compensation and 

Decommissioning Facilitation Corporation 
March 2018 Executive Member of the Council for Science, Technology and Innovation 
June 2018 Counsellor, Bank of Japan 

 
Present 
    Chairman, Member of the Board, Mitsubishi Chemical Holdings Corporation 

Chairman, Member of the Board, The KAITEKI Institute, Inc. 
Member of the Board (Outside Director), Toshiba Corporation 
Member, Council for Advancing Structural Reform 
Management Committee Member, The Nuclear Damage Compensation and 

Decommissioning Facilitation Corporation 
Counsellor, Bank of Japan 
Executive Member of the Council for Science, Technology and Innovation 
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