
February  Public workshops

March  Pre-Assessments

April  Public comment period for research and development plans

May  Council for Science, Technology and Innovation decides issues, 
program directors, budget allocation

August  Request for budgetary appropriation (Science, Technology and 
Innovation promotion expenditures*1) from Cabinet Office 
budget reserve

September  Council for Science, Technology and Innovation selects 10 
individual program candidates based on national/economic needs
Establishment of Governing Board (comprised of the executive 
members of Council for Science, Technology and Innovation) to 
provide advice/assessments

October  Cabinet Office calls for Policy Advisors *2 for selected issues

December  Policy Advisors selected. Participants take the lead in drawing 
up research and development plans.

The Governing Board is a steering committee that deliberates 
and considers basic SIP policies, researches and develops plans, 
allocates budgets, and conducts follow-up and other matters to 
ensure the progress of the SIP. The Governing Board plays a role 
in offering necessary advice and assessments of SIP and 
individual program research and development plans and 

progress. The results of Board assessments are reflected in 
annual SIP policy guidelines. Board members consist of 
individuals representing experts on the Council for Science, 
Technology and Innovation. The Board may bring in outside 
experts to offer assessments as deemed necessary. 

What is the Mission of the Governing Board?

Today, under the slogan of “the world’s most innovation-friendly 
country,” Japan is moving decisively to implement science, 
technology, and innovation policies. The Council for Science, 
Technology and Innovation established the Cross-ministerial 
Strategic Innovation Promotion Program as a central 
coordinating headquarters, based on the June 2013 Japan 

Revitalization Strategy and Comprehensive Strategy on STI 
resolved by the Cabinet. The SIP was officially inaugurated in 
May 2014 with the selection of 10 individual programs, program 
directors, and a budget allocation for each program. In June 
2015, Cyber-Security for Critical Infrastructure was approved as 
a new research issue candidate.

Background and Future Plans

On June 18, 2015, the Council for Science, Technology and 
Innovation approved Cyber-Security for Critical Infrastructure as 
a new research issue candidate. On August 6, Professor Atsuhiro 
Goto of the Institute of Information Security was selected to 
serve as Policy Advisor.
Under this program, Japan will produce cyber-attack 
countermeasure policies to ensure the cybersecurity of our 

critical infrastructure, conducting research and development into 
technologies for securing controllers and communications device 
security, as well as for monitoring performance, developing 
analysis technologies, and creating defensive technologies for 
controllers/communications devices and controller networks. 
Our nation also aims to leverage this program to contribute to the 
stable operations of the 2020 Tokyo Olympics and Paralympics. 

New Research Program Candidate (As of October 15, 2015)

2013

2014

2015

What is the Cross-ministerial Strategic Innovation Promotion Program?

Program Directors, In their Own Words

10
Innovative Combustion
Technology
The plan for the Rising Sun Engine
Initiative to Save the World

Field General Manager, Engine Engineering Field  
Toyota Motor Corporation

Masanori Sugiyama

14
Next-Generation 
Power Electronics
Power Electronics Everywhere,
for an Energy-Ef�cient Society and more 
Af�uent Lifestyles

Fellow, Corporate Research and 
Development Group
Mitsubishi Electric Corporation

Tatsuo Oomori

18
Professor Emeritus,
University of Tokyo
Advisor, 
National Institute for Materials Science 

Teruo Kishi
Structural Materials 
for Innovation (SM4I)

22 Energy Carriers
Becoming a New Energy Society

Executive Advisor 
Tokyo Gas Co., Ltd.

Shigeru Muraki

30 Advisor
Toyota Motor Corporation

Hiroyuki WatanabeAutomated
Driving System

34 Distinguished Professor, 
Institute of Advanced Sciences
Yokohama National University

Yozo Fujino
Infrastructure Maintenance, 
Renovation, and Management

Enhancement of Societal 
Resiliency against 
Natural Disasters38 Professor, 

Disaster Prevention Research Institute
Kyoto University

Masayoshi Nakashima

42
Technologies for Creating 
Next-Generation Agriculture, 
Forestry and Fisheries
Creating Agro-Innovation

Professor, 
Department of Clinical Plant Science, 
Faculty of Bioscience
Hosei University

Takeshi Nishio

46
Innovative 
Design/Manufacturing 
Technologies
New Production 2020 Project 

Corporate Chief Engineer, 
Research & Development Group
Hitachi, Ltd. 

Naoya Sasaki

26
Next-Generation 
Technology for Ocean 
Resources Exploration
Zipangu in the Ocean Program

Executive Adviser, JMEC
Professor Emeritus, University of Tokyo

Tetsuro Urabe

*1 A total of ¥50 billion set aside in fiscal 2014 budget appropriation bill (35 percent 
(¥17.5 billion) allocated to medical field R&D as budget reserve funds)

*2 Part-time Cabinet Office staff. Program directors, after start of program.

Ten Projects Key to the 
Resurgence of Japan 
and Its Position as 
World Leader

June  Program directors named, budget fund transferred to ministries, 
call for R&D institution participants

July  Deadline for participants, selection process begins 
(documentation, interviews)

August  Final determination of issues, R&D institutes; build R&D structure

October  Official launch of R&D activities

December  SIP Symposium 2014

February   2014 Year-end evaluations

April    2015 Initial budget allocation decisions

June    Council for Science, Technology and Innovation approves 
Cyber-Security for Critical Infrastructure as a new research 
program candidate.
Call for Policy Advisor (program director candidate) for new 
research program candidate.

August    Policy Advisor selected.
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