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Richard K. Lester

Director of Industrial Performance Center
Professor of Nuclear Science and Engineering Massachusetts
Institute of Technology

Richard Lester is the founding director of the MIT Industrial Performance Center
and a professor of nuclear science and engineering at MIT. His research focuses on
industrial innovation and the private and public management of technology, with an
emphasis on the energy and manufacturing sectors. He has led several major studies
of national and regional competitiveness and innovation performance

commissioned by governments and industrial groups around the world.

As director of the Industrial Performance Center (IPC), Dr. Lester works with
faculty and students from all five MIT Schools on a broad range of
multidisciplinary research projects concerning the uses of science and technology in
industry and the implications for society and the global economy. His current
projects include:

The Local Innovation Systems Project, an international research collaboration
focusing on the technological transformation of industries in regional economies

and the role of universities in that process.
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The IPC Globalization Study, an interdisciplinary investigation of the consequences
of globalization and industrial re-organization for employment and innovation in
North America, Europe, and Asia.

The Sino-American Energy Forum, a program of research on the role of innovation,
both technological and institutional, in the production, delivery and use of energy in
China.

An ongoing study of strategies for promoting creativity and innovation in research,

product and service development.

Professor Lester's book on the sources of creativity and innovation in advanced
economies, Innovation — The Missing Dimension, jointly authored with Michael J.
Piore, was published by Harvard University Press in 2004. Other recent books
include Making Technology Work: Applications in Energy and the Environment
(Cambridge University Press, 2004), with John M. Deutch; and Global Taiwan
(M.E. Sharpe, 2005), co-edited with Suzanne Berger. Professor Lester is also the
author of The Productive Edge: A New Strategy for Economic Growth (W.W.
Norton, 2000), Made By Hong Kong (Oxford University Press, 1997) with Suzanne
Berger, and Made in America (MIT Press, 1989) with Michael Dertouzos and
Robert Solow. (With over 300,000 copies in print in eight languages, Made in
America is the best-selling title in the history of MIT Press.)
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