
 Figure 9  Trends in the Number of Persons 
with Disabilities by Age (Persons 
with Intellectual 
Disabilities/At-home) 

  Figure 10  Trends in the Number of Person  
with Disabilities by Age (Person  
with Mental Disabilities 

 
Sources: Ministry of Health, Labour and Welfare, “Survey on 

Persons with Intellectual Disability” (1995, 2000, 
2005), Ministry of Health, Labour and Welfare, 
“Survey on Difficulties in Life, etc.” (2011) 

 

 
Source: Prepared by Department of Health and Welfare for 

Persons with Disabilities, Social Welfare and War 
Victims' Relief Bureau, Ministry of Health, Labour 
and Welfare according to “Patient Survey” conducted 
by the Ministry of Health, Labour and Welfare 

 
 
(3) Number of Persons with Disabilities by Sex 
In the “Survey on Difficulties in Life” when the total number of persons with disabilities 
is examined by sex, the total number of male persons aged under 65 years is 1,146,000 
(55.5%), that of female persons aged under 65 years is 917,000 (44.4%), that of male 
persons aged 65 or older is 1,438,000 (47.2%) and that of female persons aged 65 or 
older is 1,586,000 (52.1%). 
When the number of persons with physical disabilities (persons who obtain physical 
disability certificates) by sex is examined, the number of male persons with physical 
disabilities aged under 65 years is 651,000 (55.0%), that of female persons with physical 
disabilities aged under 65 years is 530,000 (44.8%), that of male persons with physical 
disabilities aged 65 or older is 1,296,000 (48.3%) and that of female persons with 
physical disabilities aged 65 or older is 1,368,000 (51.0%). 
When the number of persons with intellectual disabilities (persons who obtain intellectual 
disability certificates) by sex is examined, the number of male persons with intellectual 
disabilities aged under 65 years is 323,000 (57.7%), that of female persons with 
intellectual disabilities aged under 65 years is 237,000 (42.3%), that of male persons with 
intellectual disabilities aged 65 or older is 32,000 (51.5%) and that of female persons 
with intellectual disabilities aged 65 or older is 29,000 (46.8%). 
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 Figure 11  Number of Persons Who Have Disability Certificates by Sex, Type of 
Disabilities, etc. 

 
(Under 65) (Unit: 1 person) 

Sex Total 

          

Persons who have 
disability certificates 

 Persons who have no 
certificate and receive 

payment for services and 
supports 

Type of disability certificate (multiple responses possible) 
Physical disability 

certificate 
Intellectual disability 

certificate 
Mental disability 

certificate 
Total 2,065,100 （100.0％） 1,951,500 （100.0％） 1,183,400 （100.0％） 559,800 （100.0％） 418,700 （100.0％） 113,500 （100.0％） 
Male 1,145,600 （55.5％） 1,086,100 （66.7％） 651,200 （55.0％） 322,900 （57.7％） 230,000 （54.9％） 59,500 （52.4％） 

Female 917,000 （44.4％） 863,000 （44.2％） 530,300 （44.8％） 236,900 （42.3％） 187,700 （44.8％） 54,100 （47.7％） 
Unidentified 2,500 （0.1％） 2,500 （0.1％） 2,000 （0.2％） ― （―） 1,000 （0.2％） ― （―） 

 
(65 and older or unknown) 

Sex Total 

          

Persons who have 
disability certificates 

 Persons who have no 
certificate and receive 

payment for services and 
supports 

Type of disability certificate (multiple responses possible) 
Physical disability 

certificate 
Intellectual disability 

certificate 
Mental disability 

certificate 
Total 3,046,500 （100.0％） 2,840,100 （100.0％） 2,680,400 （100.0％） 61,900 （100.0％） 148,900 （100.0％） 206,400 （100.0％） 
Male 1,437,500 （47.2％） 1,362,800 （48.0％） 1,295,500 （48.3％） 31,900 （51.5％） 71,300 （47.0％） 74,700 （36.2％） 

Female 1,585,900 （52.1％） 1,456,700 （61.3％） 1,368,200 （51.0％） 29,000 （46.8％） 74,200 （49.8％） 129,300 （62.6％） 
Unidentified 23,100 （0.8％） 20,600 （0.7％） 16,700 （0.6％） 1,000 （1.6％） 3,400 （2.3％） 2,500 （1.2％） 

Source: Ministry of Health, Labour and Welfare, “Survey on Difficulties in Life” (2011) 
 
 
When the number of persons with 
mental disabilities by sex is examined, 
the number of male persons with 
mental disabilities aged under 20 years 
is 108,000 (60.7%), that of female 
persons with mental disabilities aged 
under 20 years is 70,000 (39.3%), that 
of male persons with mental disabilities 
aged 20 or older is 1,237,000 (41.0%) 
and that of female persons with mental 
disabilities aged 20 or older is 
1,775,000 (59.0%). Also, the number of 
male persons with mental disabilities 
aged under 65 years is 978,000 (48.0%), 
that of female persons with mental 
disabilities aged under 65 years is 1,062 
(52.0%), that of male persons with 
mental disabilities aged 65 or older is 
367,000 (31.9%) and that of female 
persons with mental disabilities aged 65 
or older is 783,000 (68.1%). 
 
 
 
 
 
  

 Figure 12  Number of Persons with 
Mental Disabilities by Sex 

Unit: 1,000 persons (%) 
 Under 20 20 or older 

Male 108 ( 60.7%) 1,237 ( 41.0%) 
Female  70 ( 39.3%) 1,775 ( 59.0%) 

Total 178 (100.0%) 3,011 (100.0%) 
   
 Under 65 65 and older 

Male  978 ( 48.0%)  367 ( 31.9%) 
Female 1,062 ( 52.0%)  783 ( 68.1%) 

Total 2,039 (100.0%) 1,150 (100.0%) 
* The numbers of male and female persons by age does 

not include the number of persons whose sex is 
unidentified. 

Source: Prepared by Department of Health and 
Welfare for Persons with Disabilities, Social 
Welfare and War Victims' Relief Bureau, 
Ministry of Health, Labour and Welfare 
according to “Patient Survey” (2011) 
conducted by the Ministry of Health, Labour 
and Welfare 
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