
 

 

 

 

 

Part 2    Administrative Policies on Youths 

Chapter 1    Comprehensive and Systematic Promotion of Policies for Youth Development 

Section 1    Efforts of the Youth Development Headquarters 

A Youth Development Headquarters was set up within the Cabinet, chaired by the Prime Minister, and 

involving all Cabinet ministers, as a framework to further promote policies for youth development in June 

2003. 

In addition, the Minister of State for Youth Development presides over a youth development council 

comprised of deputy chiefs of the Youth Development Headquarters and a committee of directors of 

relevant ministries and offices set up under the Youth Development Headquarters to examine the relevant 

basic youth development particulars and exchange information in close cooperation. 

In December 2003, the National Youth Development Policy was adopted by the headquarters, outlining 

basic principles and the mid- and long-term direction of governmental policies on youth development. 

In June 2006, the Youth Development Headquarters approved the “Child Safety and Relief Acceleration 

Plan to protect children from delinquency and crime,” which includes specific items to strengthen and 

accelerate polices in order to prevent children from delinquency and protect them from being victims of 

crime. 

Moreover, in December 2006, a Council for Career Education, consisting of the Minister of State for 

Youth Development, the Minister of Education, Culture, Sports, Science and Technology, the Minister of 

Health, Labour and Welfare and the Minister of Economy, Trade and Industry, was established under the 

Youth Development Headquarters in order to issue the relevant policies to strengthen and accelerate efforts 

for implementing career education, and formulated a Career Education Promotion Plan at a meeting in 

May 2007. 

 

Section 2    Formulation and Promotion of National Youth Development Policy 

(Collaboration and Cooperation of Relevant Administrative Organizations)  

In an effort to promote the various youth development policies both comprehensively and systematically 



 

 

 

 

 

through the collaboration and cooperation of relevant ministries and agencies and in accordance with the 

National Youth Development Policy in a way that ensures coordination with other government policies on 

gender equality, the declining birthrate, handicapped people, etc., director-level meetings have been held to 

maintain close contact and create the opportunity for frequent discussions between the administrative 

organizations concerned on the promotion of specific measures.  

 (National Youth Development Campaign)  

The Cabinet Office has been providing various kinds of cooperation and coordination to further develop 

national youth development campaigns, which were initiated by a governmental proposal calling for 

concerted efforts to be made by all concerned in November 1965. 

2006 was the 40th anniversary of the inauguration of the national youth development campaigns, and in 

order to seize the opportunity to further promote and implement the national campaigns, a National Youth 

Development Campaign 40th Anniversary Commemorative Ceremony (sponsored by the corporate 

aggregate National Assembly for Youth Development aggregate) was held in Tokyo on November 11, 

2006 with the Crown Prince in attendance.  

 

Section 3    Establishment of Relevant Action Plans and its Promotion 

(Promotion of New Measures for the Declining Birthrate)  

o New Measures for the Declining Birthrate where determined at a meeting on measures for a society 

with a declining birthrate in June 20, 2006 with the agreement of the government and ruling party that 

the progress of the falling birthrate needs to be dealt with, and that drastic expansion, strengthening 

and conversion is needed to reverse the downward birthrate trend. 

o In addition, focusing on what needs to be done to realize the hopes that people have regarding 

marriage and childbirth, the Japan Supporting Children and Families priority strategy was decided 

upon in order to reconstruct and put in practice effective measures from various points of view that 

include systems, policies and reformation consciousness.  In February 2007, the Chief Cabinet 

Secretary chaired an important strategy examination meeting on Japan Supporting Children and 

Families, and released an interim report in June.  

 



 

 

 

 

 

(Settlement of Comprehensive “Challenge Again” Support Plan and its Promotion) 

o Based on the Comprehensive “Challenge Again” Support Plan(December 2006), 237 items of 

assistance measures were implemented in comprehensive and integrated manner. It is aimed at 

creating a society in which the world is not simply divided up into winners and losers, and the ways in 

which a person may work, learn, and live are many and diverse, or society of  opportunity, where 

everyone has a chance to challenge him or herself again and again. 

 

（"Innovation 25"）  

o In June 2007, the government presented “Innovation 25,”a long-range strategy to achieve a rich Japan 

that has a prosperous future.  The strategic guideline has both short and mid/long term objectives for 

promotion of research and development, and complete reformation of the social system.  From now on, 

based on the guideline, the government plans to promote overall effective measures for social system 

reformation and technology innovation.  It will be necessary to fulfill and strengthen investment in the 

young generation, so investment will be made in a diverse mix of the young and enthusiastic 

researchers that can challenge research, and create “people”, the nails that stick out, and educate 

talented people in science and mathematics who will support science technology innovation. 

 

(Comprehensive Promotion of Suicide Countermeasures) 

o In October 2006, the Basic Law on Suicide Countermeasures (Law No. 85, 2006) was put into effect 

to promote suicide countermeasures comprehensively nationwide. 

In addition, in June 2007, based on the basic law on suicide countermeasures, the government 

established the Comprehensive Suicide Countermeasures Policy as the basis of a suicide 

countermeasures policy for governmental promotion.  Among the important measures to prevent 

suicide outlined in the policy, preparing a system for child psychiatric treatment, dealing with suicide 

announcements on the internet, preventing children from committing suicide who have suffered from 

bullying, enriching care for suicide orphans and so on, are planed to be strongly promoted in close 

cooperation between related organizations such as local governments, schools, medical facilities and 

private organizations, etc. 

 



 

 

 

 

 

(Effort for New Fundamental Law on Education and Education Rebuilding) 

o In December 2006, the Revised Fundamental Law of Education (Law No. 120, 2006) was established 

at the 165th session of the Diet in the first revision for 60 years, in view of changes in the situation if 

our nation’s education, and in order to establish an educational foundation that meets the demands of 

today. 

In addition, in October 2006, the cabinet approved the establishment of the Education Rebuilding 

Council to promote and plan education reformation with emphasis on the fundamentals of education 

and in order to establish an education system suitable for Japan in the 21st century. 

At the Education Rebuilding Council, schooling issues such as academic abilities and teachers, 

normative consciousness, issues on educational abilities at home, and communities and issues on 

larger aspects of changes in the education system were discussed at three section meetings and one 

general meeting, and summarized proposal reports made in January and June 2007.  

Based on the revised Fundamental Law of Education, the Central Education Council report and the 

Education Rebuilding Council proposal, a Bill for partial amendments to the School Education Law,  a 

Bill for partial amendments to Law Concerning the Organization and Operation of Local Education 

Administration and a Bill for partial amendments to Educational Personnel Certification Law and the 

Law for the Special Regulations Concerning Educational Public Service were presented at 166th Diet 

session in March 2007.  

 

Section 4    Securing the Implementation of the Convention on the Rights of the Child 

o In November 2001, the Japanese government submitted a second governmental report, and the Rights 

of the Child Committee at the United Nation Headquarter in Geneva were examined and accordingly 

the Final View of the Committee was adopted in January 2004.  With the appropriate amount of 

consideration given to the Final View the Japanese government intends to make efforts into 

implementation of the convention, while also taking into consideration the opinions of civil society 

and with the cooperation of the Cabinet Office, the Ministry of Foreign Affairs, the Foreign Ministry 

and relevant authorities. 

o On August 2, 2004 and January 24, 2005, Japan signed and ratified the Optional Protocol on the 

Involvement of Children in Armed Conflict and the Optional Protocol on the Sale of Children, Child 

Prostitution and Child Pornography, respectively.  Those protocols are supplemental to the Convention 

on the Rights of the Child, and Japan is making efforts to also implement those protocols. 

javascript:goWordLink(%22Central%22)
javascript:goWordLink(%22Education%22)
javascript:goWordLink(%22Council%22)
javascript:goWordLink(%22Cabinet%22)
javascript:goWordLink(%22Office%22)

	Section 2    Formulation and Promotion of National Youth Development Policy
	Section 3    Establishment of Relevant Action Plans and its Promotion
	Section 4    Securing the Implementation of the Convention on the Rights of the Child

