
Chapter 3 Youth Safety and Behavioral Problems 

◆Section 1 Youth Safety◆ 

(Traffic Accident) 
In 2007, the number of deaths of youth (in this section, referred as to those aged 25 or under) due to traffic accidents was 
803, which is less as compared to the previous year by 127 persons (13.7%). (Figures 17 and 18) 

Figure 17 Changes in the Number of Deaths by Age due to Traffic Accidents 
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Figure 18 The Number of Deaths by Age and Traffic Accident Situation (2007) 
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◆Section 2 Crime and Abuse Victims◆ 
(Crime Victims) 
The number of penal code offenses known to police in which juveniles (under the age of 20) were victimized in 2007 was 
304,685, and decreased by 4,419 cases (1.4%) as compared to the previous year. (Figure 19) By the type of offense, 
victims of felonious offenses numbered 1,345 and those of violent offenses numbered 15,775. When compared with the 
previous year, the number of felonious offenses and violent offenses decreased by 117 cases (8.0%) and 1,009 cases 
(6.0%) respectively. 
The changes in the number of felonious offenses in the past 10 years show that the victims who are in high schools 
decreased after it reached to peak in 2001. However, it remains the same level in the case of the junior school students, 
elementary school students and pre-school students. 

Figure 19 Trends in the Number of Penal Code Offenses known to police in which juveniles 
were victimized 
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(Child Abuse) 
The number of cases of consultation for child abuse provided by Child Guidance Centers and the police has been 
increasing rapidly every year and the issue of child abuse is still a serious social concern that should be promptly solved 
by society as a whole (Figure 20). 
More specifically, physical violence had the largest share at 40.1%, followed by neglect at 38.0%, psychological abuse 
and sexual abuse. 
The number of child abuse cases cleared in 2007 was 300 and 323 persons were arrested. The number of victims was 315, 
of which 37 (11.7%) had died at the time of the arrests. The yearly changes show that the number of arrests has doubled 
in the recent five years. (Figure 21) 

Figure 20 Trends in the Number of Cases for Consultation for Child Abuse in Child Guidance Center 
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Figure 21 Trends in the Number of Arrests for Child Abuse 
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