
 

 

Chapter 4   Measures for Improving the Enviroment for 
society-wide Support of the Healthy Development of Youth 
◆Section 1 Rebuilding mutual relationships at home, schools, and regions◆ 

(Efforts of “Opening homes” for support of protectors etc) 
- In the fiscal year 2008 the “Project to Form Basis for Regional Home Education Support” was implemented where 

through the establishment of the “Home Education Support Teams” in the nearest regions and the provision of 
meticulous home education support, including the provision of information and study opportunities and the 
improvement of consultation systems, bases for each region that as a whole support home education were formed. 

- Regarding measures for single mother families, based on the “Living Measures” (decided at the Joint Meeting of 
Government, Ruling Party Conference, and Minister Conference for Economic Countermeasures on New Economic 
Measures on October 30, 2008), from February 2009 on, the payment period of the special grants for high 
technical skill training programs has been extended. With that extension continued in the fiscal year 2009 too, 
the improvement of support measures for mothers of single mother families shall be attempted.   

(Developing “Open schools” with the use of external power) 
- In the fiscal year 2009, with a view to aiming at improving the academic ability of children and at cultivating their 

norm awareness and of being able to develop environments enabling teachers to meet face-to-face with children, 
the project of utilizing external human resources such as 14,000 retired teachers and the development of regional 
headquarters for school support as well as the revision of school personnel constant of 1,000 people are being 
implemented.   

(Municipal development that minimizes the likelihood that youth will become victims of crims and 

other acts) 
- From the fiscal year 2009 on, with the “Project of Urgent and Comprehensive Support for Safety and Security 

Measures for City Parks” established, support for safe and security measures, such as the development of 
barrier-free city parks, has been provided. 

◆Section 2 Developing comprehensive networks◆ 
(Strengthening related institutions and developing easy-to-use service systems) 
- In cities, wards, towns and villages the establishment of “local networks to protect children (local councils on 

measures for children who need protection)” is being promoted with the aim of regional related institutions, which 
share information and ways of thinking on children and their families, being able to respond to them with the 
appropriate cooperation of each other. As of April 1, 2008, the share of cities, wards, towns and villages with the 
local councils on measures for children who need protection or the abuse prevention network not obliged to be 
established was 94.1%.  

- The Ministry of Education, Culture, Sports, Science and Technology has been making efforts to train leaders for 
the support of long-term nature experience activities performed by elementary schools from the fiscal year 2008.  

◆Section 3 Responding to the Changes Regarding Information and 
Consumer Environment◆ 

 
(Developing the knowledge and ability to respond to changes in Consumption Environment and 
Information) 
- The Ministry of Education, Culture, Sports, Science and Technology, based on the “2nd Summary of Conference of 

Experts for Developing Systems for Protecting and Raising Children”, created and distributed a collection of 
manuals and cases related to ‘Bullying over the Internet’ to the Board of Educations of prefectures and elementary, 
lower and upper secondary schools in the entire country in November 2008. From here on in, regarding the 
cultivation of children’s information literacy and information moral education, efforts shall be made toward the 
smooth and secured implementation of the new courses of study.   

- The Ministry of Internal Affairs and Communications, from the fiscal year 2008, has been making efforts toward 
the dissemination by not only developing teaching materials for E-Learning but also opening a site named “Media 
Literacy in the Fields of Broadcasting” (http://www.soumu.go.jp/main_sosiki/joho_tsusin/top/hoso/kyouzai.html).   

 
 

 



 

 

 
- The “Consumer Education Liaison Conference of the Cabinet Office and Ministry of Education, Culture, Sports, 

Science and Technology” was held once in the fiscal year 2008, where opinions were exchanged on cooperation 
between consumer departments and Boards of Education in promotion of consumer education, including through 
school education. This conference will continue to be held, and education and enlightenment method to consumers, 
including youths are examined. 

- In order that the persons who have finished consumer problem courses held at the National Consumer Affairs 
Center of Japan and local consumer affairs centers can provide consumer education at schools, social education 
facilities etc as expert and lecturer training programs were formulated in the fiscal year 2007. From the fiscal year 
2008 on, with lecturer training courses held with the use of the abovementioned programs, the inspection, revision 
and so forth of the programs shall be performed.  

- A portal site where information on consumer-education-related teaching materials created by each ministry and 
agency, practice cases, and consumer education experts has been collected shall be created by the end of the fiscal 
year 2008, while its utilization commenced upon by the end of the fiscal year 2009.  

 
(Securing and training partners in the private sector) 
- The Act on Development of Internet Environment for Young People enforced on April 1, 2009 provides that  

・ a conference of the Prime Minister and related ministers of Japan shall be established, where a basic plan on 
measures for providing safe and secure Internet use for young people shall be formulated and promoted,    

・ efforts shall be made to promote education and awareness-raising activities on appropriate Internet use in 
school, social and home education, 

・ mobile phone and PHS business operators, Internet service providers, manufacturers of equipment with 
functions to access the Internet etc shall owe obligations to provide software for filtering content harmful to 
young people, etc , and 

・ the state and local entities shall support private bodies, etc. engaged in activities on appropriate Internet use.  
From now on, based on the enforcement of the abovementioned act, basic plans shall be formulated, while measures 

jointly performed by related ministries and agencies. In addition, based on the abovementioned act, and in order 
that harmful information measures may be promoted by the private sector, activities of making the act known to 
all the persons shall be performed by related ministries and agencies. 

- In order to protect youths from harmful information on the Internet, in April 2008, the Minister of Internal Affairs 
and Communications requested mobile phone business operators to make efforts to improve filtering services.  

- In order to review comprehensive measures against illegal and harmful information on the Internet, a “Meeting for 
Reviewing the Handling of Illegal and Harmful Information on the Internet” was held at the Ministry of Internal 
Affairs and Communications. In April 2008, a “Mid-term Summary” was created that mainly dealt with the efforts 
toward improvement, further dissemination and promotion of filtering services of mobile phones etc while a “Final 
Summary” was drawn up in January 2009. Based on the Final Summary the Ministry of Internal Affairs and 
Communications is formulating the “Anshin Net Tsukuri (Making Secure Internet)” promotion programs, which 
shall become a comprehensive policy package concerning illegal and harmful information measures for the Internet, 
while making efforts toward the development of safe and secure Internet use environments.     

- In February 2009, the Cabinet Office, Cabinet Secretariat, National Police Agency, Ministry of Internal Affairs and 
Communications, Ministry of Education, Culture, Sports, Science and Technology, and Ministry of Economy, Trade 
and Industry jointly requested Prefectural Governors, Prefectural Boards of Education and Prefectural Police to 
make efforts in awareness activities regarding the enforcement of the Juvenile Internet Environment 
Improvement Act and the dissemination and promotion of filtering for children’s mobile phones.  

- The police are promoting public relations and enlightening activities for children and their protectors etc in order 
to protect children from cyber-criminal harm and effects of illegal and harmful information on the Internet. In 
particular, with an emphasis on public relations in February 2009 put on the “Promotion of information security 
measures against cybercrime”, lectures were also provided on cyber security at elementary and lower secondary 
schools etc in the entire country. In the lectures on cyber security concrete cases of and countermeasures against 
illegal information on the Internet, crimes caused by harmful information, cybercrime against children and so forth 
were introduced, and the introduction of filtering software or services recommended.  

 
 



 

 

 
- In September 2008 an awareness building DVD was created that reveals collected cases on crime, harm, and 

trouble resulting from use of mobile phones.  

In addition, in February 2009, leaflets, in which necessary considerations when using the Internet with a mobile 
phone were revealed, were created and distributed to all sixth graders at elementary schools throughout the 
country (about 1.2 million). In addition, leaflets on the creation of mobile phone usage rules by parents and children 
were created and distributed to prefectural boards of education and PTA organizations. Awareness activities on 
mobile phones are therefore being promoted. 

Moreover, based on the results of research on grappling with problems arising from mobile phone use at schools a 
notification dated January 30, 2009 was issued that provides guidelines such as “Pupils and students are prohibited 
in principle from bringing mobile phones to elementary and lower secondary schools” and “Restrictions shall be 
placed on the use of mobile phones by students when at school”.  

Chapter 5  Framework for Promoting the Measures 

◆Section 3  International cooperation◆ 
- International human rights treaties related to youth developing are the “Convention on the Rights of the Child”, 

the “Optional Protocol to the Convention on the Rights of the Child on the involvement of children in armed 
conflict” and the “Optional Protocol to the Convention on the Rights of the Child on the sale of children, child 
prostitution and child pornography” which are complimentary to the convention Japan is one of the countries 
which are parties to the convention and the optional protocols.  

Child sexual exploitation problems, such as child prostitution and child pornography, are growing more and more 
serious with the development of the Internet and IT technology. In November 2008 “The Third World Congress 
against Sexual Exploitation of Children and Adolescents” was held at Rio de Janeiro with more than 3,000 persons 
attending, including delegations from about 140 countries. At the opening ceremony, Yasutoshi Nishimura, 
Parliamentary Vice-Minister for Foreign Affairs of Japan on behalf of the Government of Japan, which was the host 
country of the Second Yokohama Congress, made a speech expressing the Japanese policy of continuing to actively 
grapple with the child sexual exploitation problem in cooperation with the international community. 

Based on the outcome document of “The Rio de Janeiro Declaration and Call for Action to Prevent and Stop 
Sexual Exploitation of Children and Adolescents” that was set this April, attempts are being made to make the 
abovementioned document known to the public and strengthen efforts in cooperation with related institutions. 

 
 


