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 Figure 28 Comic against drug abuse  

  
Source: Cabinet Office website (http://www8.cao.go.jp/souki/drug/comic/index.html) 
 
 Although the numbers of people arrested for stimulant drugs and cannabis had been on the decrease, they increased in 2015. 

People under 30 years of age arrested for cannabis account for about half the number of people arrested for cannabis. 
 
 Figure 29 People under the age of 30 arrested for Drug-related Offenses 
 

(1) Number of people arrested for Drug-related Offenses (2) Percentage of people under the age of 30 out of the 
total number of people arrested for Drug-related 
Offenses  

 
 
Source: “Drugs and Firearms,” National Police Agency 

 
 People in their twenties and thirties account for more than 

half of the people arrested for the abuse of dangerous drugs. 
 
 Figure 30 Number of dangerous drug abusers 

arrested (2015) 
 

 Number of people Percentage 

Age 50 and over 75 7.8% 

40-49 236 24.4% 

30-39 330 34.2% 

20-29 297 30.7% 
Under 20 years 

of age 28 2.9% 

Total 966 ― 
 
Source: “Drugs and Firearms,” National Police Agency 
Note: “Dangerous Drug abuser” is defined here as person arrested for Dangerous Drug-related 

Offenses, excluding arrested Dangerous Drugs supplier, such as arrested for selling them. 
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(Year) 

Stimulant drugs 

(Year) 
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(4) Hearings and decisions of family courts 
(Acceptance of new cases) 
 In 2015, family courts throughout the nation accepted cases for 93,395 juveniles in new juvenile 

protection cases. 
(Processing) 
 In 2015, there were 96,328 cases resulting in juvenile protection. Categorized by final decision, non-

commencement of hearings accounted for the highest percentage at 41.0%, followed by protective 
measures at 22.1%. 

(5) Redemptive guidance for offenders and consideration for victims 
(Various systems and measures to provide information for victims) 
 The police try to provide victims with as much information on the state of the investigations as possible. 
 Among the measures being taken by the MOJ, Public Prosecutors’ Offices provide victims with 

information on the results of their cases. Juvenile training schools, Regional Parole Boards, and probation 
offices provide information including information on the treatment of the offenders in reformatories, 
information on hearings for provisional release, the beginning and end of probation, and treatment during 
probation. 

(Proper treatment of assailants based on victims’ feelings) 
 Juvenile training schools and juvenile prisons are trying to improve correctional education and guidance 

for reform so that education considering victims’ points of view will be provided deliberately and 
systematically. 

 When on probation, a juvenile delinquent is given advice and guidance in order to be able to face his 
crime, to understand the victims’ feelings and how serious his crime was, and to respond to the victim in a 
sincere manner. 

(6) Efforts through treatment in facilities 
(Juvenile classification homes) 
 The MOJ strives to improve differential diagnoses to contribute to the prevention of relapses into 

delinquency through the effective use of the MOJ Case Assessment Tool (MJCA), which was introduced 
in FY 2013 to quantitatively grasp the possibilities of relapse into delinquency and educational necessities. 

(Juvenile training schools and juvenile prisons) 
 At juvenile training schools, fine-tuned correctional education is provided to each inmate in accordance 

with individual correctional education plans which define the purposes, contents, duration, and ways of 
implementing correctional education prepared based on the inmates’ characteristics. 

(Children’s self-reliance support facilities) 
 The MHLW is working to secure and improve the quality of children’s self-reliance support facilities 

based on the Operating Policy for Children’s Self-Reliance Support Facilities. 
(7) Efforts through treatment in society 

(Parolees from juvenile training schools, parolees from juvenile prisons) 
 Probation offices are making efforts to improve the environment for juveniles being released by taking 

care of the juveniles released from these facilities in terms of their relationships with their guarantors and 
employment after release. 

(Probation) 
 Intensive support is given to juveniles on probation who have complex and difficult problems through 

more direct involvement in their cases. 
(Improvement and diversification of treatment) 
 The MOJ is making efforts to properly and smoothly take protective measures by holding meetings for 

deliberation on cases of treatment. 
 Provisions concerning social contribution activities were included in the special conditions for probation 

stipulated in the Offenders Rehabilitation Act (Act No. 88 of 2007) pursuant to the Act for Partial 
Amendment of the Penal Code (Act No. 49 of 2013), and the Act for Partial Amendment of the Penal 
Code came into force in June 2015. Probation offices strive to let juveniles on probation be involved in 
more diverse activities more effectively.  

(8) Employment support for juvenile delinquents  
 Juvenile training schools and juvenile prisons are taking measures for juvenile inmates to acquire 

appropriate attitudes toward work and increase their willingness to work. They are encouraged to obtain 
various types of certifications. These institutions also provide them with employment support in 
coordination with Hello Work. 

 In cooperation with correctional institutions, families, and schools, probation offices are working to find 
and secure employment for released juveniles. As a way of reinforcing support for cooperating employers, 
the Incentive for Offering and Retaining Employment and the Incentive for Continuous Employment have 
been provided since FY 2015. 

 In collaboration with juvenile training schools, juvenile prisons, and probation offices, Hello Work 
provides juveniles who have been released, are going to be released, or are on probation with employment 
support. 



34 

 The MHLW works to improve self-reliance assistance homes (a program to provide support for young 
people leading independent lives). The program provides young people who have been released from 
rehabilitation facilities with support for their daily lives and employment. 

 
4 Dealing with the problem of child poverty  
 Based on the Act on Promotion of Policy on Poverty among Children (Act No. 64 of 2013), the 

government established the General Principles of Policy on Poverty among Children in August 2014, 
which sets basic policies regarding measures against child poverty, indicators of child poverty, priority 
policies intended to improve these indicators at present, survey research regarding child poverty, and 
systems for the promotion of policies, and determined that it would promote measures against child 
poverty comprehensively. (Refer to Section 3 of Chapter 1.) 

 
5 Support for children and young people who need particular attention  

(1) Measures against suicide 
 Relevant ministries of the government are jointly promoting comprehensive measures against suicide 

using the General Principles of Suicide Prevention (approved by Cabinet decision in August 2012) based 
on the Basic Act for Suicide Prevention (Act No. 85 of 2006). 

 MEXT is making efforts to improve educational counseling systems such as increasing the allocation of 
school counselors and school social workers. 

(2) Improvement of education for non-Japanese children and students who have returned from 
abroad, etc. 

 MEXT is implementing the assignment of additional teachers for Japanese language training to improve 
the acceptance of non-Japanese children at public schools and education for pupils who need Japanese-
language training including pupils who have returned from abroad. 

(3) Promotion of employment among young foreign residents 
 To promote employment among young foreign residents including those of Japanese descent, guidance on 

employment support and individual employment support are provided. 
(4) Promotion of understanding of people with gender identity disorders, etc. 

 The human rights bodies of the MOJ are carrying out various activities for human rights awareness-raising 
under the slogan “Eliminate prejudices and discrimination on the grounds of gender identity disorders” as 
the annual priority targets of activities for various kinds of human rights awareness-raising. 

 As for responding to children having gender identity disorders, MEXT asks concerned people to ensure 
educational counseling with full consideration for the feelings of the children. And also, materials for 
teachers about the implementation of fine and careful responses to pupils on gender identity disorders, 
sexual orientation, and gender identity were released in April 2016, and boards of education across the 
country were informed. 
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Section 3 Prevention of suffering and the protection of children and young people 
 

1 Measures to prevent child abuse  
(Refer to Section 3-2 of Chapter 1.) 

 
2 Measures against crimes that harm the welfare of children and young people  

(1) Investigations 
 The police are making efforts for proactive investigations and the discovery and protection of victims. 
 Public Prosecutors actively apply relevant laws and regulations to these cases and strive to realize the 

imposition of rigorous punishments. 
(2) Issues of child prostitution and child pornography 
 The numbers of minor victims of welfare-related crimes have been on the decrease recently. 
 While the number of victims of child prostitution crime is on the decrease on the whole, that of victims of child pornography is 

on the increase. 
 
 Figure 31 Victims under the age of 20 of child welfare-related crimes 
 

(1) Overall child welfare-related crimes (2) Child prostitution crimes  
 

 
 
Sources: “Overview of the State of Juvenile Guidance and Protection” and “Circumstances of Arrests for Child Abuse and Welfare-related Crimes,” National Police Agency 
Note: As for child pornography crimes, the number of newly identified victims is calculated each year. Other than this, there is a case that the determination of age is conducted based on a picture of an 

unidentified child victim to build the criminal case. 

 
 Part of the Act on Punishment of Activities Relating to Child Prostitution and Child Pornography, and the 

Protection of Children (Act No. 52 of 2009) was revised in June 2014, and it made it illegal to possess or 
retain child pornography for the purpose of satisfying one’s sexual curiosity. 

 The government promotes measures for eliminating child pornography, coordinating with relevant 
ministries, based on the Second Set of Comprehensive Measures to Eliminate Child Pornography, which 
was established in May 2013. 

 The Cabinet Office held the 6th General Conference to Promote Measures for Eliminating Child 
Pornography, which was composed of representatives from relevant entities, in November 2015. And also, 
the Cabinet Office made appeals for the further expansion of the national campaign for eliminating child 
pornography through public symposiums. 

 The police strictly enforce the Act on Regulation and Punishment of Acts Relating to Child Prostitution 
and Child Pornography, and the Protection of Children (Act No. 52 of 1999). 
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(3) Issues linked to online dating sites and community sites 
 Although the number of victims under the age of 18 of crimes linked to online dating sites has decreased, the 

number of victims under the age of 18 of crimes linked to community sites including SNSs continues to 
increase. 

 Victims of crimes linked to community sites are younger than those of crimes linked to online dating sites. 
 
 Figure 32 Victims under the age of 18 of crimes linked to online dating sites and community sites 
 

(1) Number of victims (2) Percentage of each age range of abused children 
(2015)  

  
Source: “Circumstances of and Measures against Crimes Linked to Online Dating Sites and Community Sites,” National Police Agency 

 
 The police are promoting measures through which cyber patrols detect inappropriate messages on websites 

such as messages in which children offer compensated dating, and cyber guidance, such as warnings and 
guidance, is directly provided by contacting the children who have posted such messages. 

(4) Prevention of criminal damage to children 
(Safety management at school) 
 MEXT promotes safety management at schools based on the Plan for the Advancement of School Safety 

(April 2012). Also school guard leaders, who are former police officers, patrol schools. 
(Utilization of information obtained from relevant institutions and organizations) 
 The NPA utilizes information related to the release of prisoners who have committed violent sex crimes 

against children from the MOJ for the prevention of other such crimes and the acceleration of 
investigations. 

 The police are developing an information-sharing system among police stations, schools, and school 
boards in order to be able to promptly provide to guardians information on cases with child victims and 
information on occurrences which seem to indicate possible future crimes against children such as 
suspicious approaches toward children and the stalking of children.  

 

3 Measures for children and young people who are victims of crimes and for their families, 
etc.  

 The police continue to give counseling to victims of crimes and to provide guidance and advice through 
juvenile guidance officials. 

 MEXT promotes activities to support children who have become victims of crimes to ease their suffering 
through various kinds of support such as the utilization of school counselors, school social workers, and a 
network of relevant institutions. 
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