
47 

Chapter 6 Assistance for children and young people who will carve 
out a creative future 

 
Section 1 Development of human resources who will play important roles in a 

global society 
 

1 Deeper understanding of Japanese traditions and culture, etc.  
 In the current national curriculum standard, the contents regarding a deeper understanding of Japanese 

traditions and culture have been enriched in each subject. 
 

2 Promotion of foreign language education  
 The Ministry of Education, Culture, Sports, Science and Technology (MEXT) promotes training for 

improving the English skills and teaching skills of teachers, the utilization of foreign language teaching 
assistants and other resources, support for efforts made concerning advanced English education in 
elementary schools, the ascertainment and analysis of students’ English abilities using external certificate 
exams, and efforts made for improving guidance based on the said ascertainment and analysis. MEXT is 
also promoting the JET Programme, which is a project to invite foreign young people as language 
instructors and for other jobs, in cooperation with the Ministry of Internal Affairs and Communications 
(MIC) and the Ministry of Foreign Affairs (MOFA). 

 
3 Promotion of studying abroad and acceptance of foreign students, etc.  
 In order to establish a foundation for global human resources who can act proactively by having children 

gain an international perspective, MEXT supports efforts made for partial financial support for high school 
students’ study abroad expenses, the short-term transfer of foreign high school students to Japan’s high 
schools, and the holding of study abroad fairs and other activities. 

 MEXT designates and supports Super Global High Schools (SGHs), which conduct research and 
development for and implement courses of education that develop students who can succeed 
internationally as global leaders in the future by acquiring interests and knowledge related to social issues, 
communication skills, problem-solving abilities, and other international knowledge. 
 

 The number of Japanese who study abroad has been on the decrease since 2004, when the number peaked. 
 The number of foreign students in Japan continues growing, and the largest number of students is from China. 
 
 Figure 39 Japanese students studying abroad 
 

(1) Number of students studying abroad (2) Major destinations   

 
Source: “Circumstances of Japanese Students Studying Abroad,” MEXT 
Note: MEXT compiled the data based on the sources below. 

”Education at a Glance,” OECD, and the Statistics Bureau, UNESCO 
For the statistics since 2013, international students (students who move from their former country of residence or country of origin for the purpose of studying and students who study abroad for 
the purpose of acquiring a degree) at institutions of higher education have been the research targets. 
It does not include short-term study abroad such as exchange study abroad. For the statistics up to and including 2012, international students (students who do not have the nationality of the 
accepting country) were the research targets.  

"Open Doors," Institute for International Education (IIE)  
Students who are enrolled at an institution of higher education in the U.S. and do not have American citizenship (including permanent residents)  

Education Section of the Chinese Embassy  
Students who are enrolled at a Chinese university with a student visa (X visa (stay of 180 days or more to study)) or a visitor visa (stay of less than 180 days)  

Ministry of Education, Taiwan 
Students who are enrolled at an institution of higher education in Taiwan (including students studying for a short period of time) 
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 Figure 40 International students 
 

(1) Number of international students (2) Breakdown by country (2015)   

 
Sources: “International Students in Japan,” Japan Student Services Organization and “Overview on Foreign Students in Japan,” MEXT 
Note 1: “International students” are foreign students who receive education at universities (including graduate schools), junior colleges, technical colleges, vocational colleges (special courses), or 

educational facilities for preparatory courses to enter universities in Japan. They must have the proper status of residence to study in Japan (study visa) provided for in Appended Table 1 of the 
Immigration Control and Refugee Recognition Act. 

2: Because the visa for pre-college students was merged into the visa for college students in July 2010 in accordance with the amendment of the Immigration Control and Refugee Recognition Act, 
foreign students studying at Japanese language institutions have been included in the survey since FY 2011. 

 
 

4 Enrichment of education for Japanese children living abroad  
 In order to enrich and improve education for Japanese schools and Supplementary lesson schools abroad, 

MEXT makes efforts to dispatch teachers from compulsory education schools in Japan. Also, MEXT is 
making more efforts to secure temporary teachers of great quality and ability by dispatching retired 
teachers as temporary senior teachers, for example.  

5 Promotion of Olympic and Paralympic education  
 In light of the holding of the 2020 Tokyo Olympic and Paralympic Games, MEXT promotes Olympic and 

Paralympic education, one of the core activities of the Olympic and Paralympic movements, so as to 
develop human resources with global perspectives who can play important roles in attaining world peace 
through a new understanding of the value and effects of sports, by improving children and young people 
themselves and improving the status of society through a new understanding of the value and effects of 
sports.  

6 International exchange activities  
(Development of global human resources through international exchange activities) 
 The Cabinet Office promotes young people’s international understanding and develops their leadership in 

response to globalization and their ability to adapt to different cultures. Also the Cabinet Office provides 
international exchange opportunities through inviting and sending young people inside and outside of 
Japan by conducting the International Youth Exchange Program so as to confirm their identity as Japanese. 
The programs that have been conducted through FY 2015 are as follows: the International Youth 
Development Exchange Program, the Japan-China Youth Friendship Exchange Program, the Japan-Korea 
Youth Friendship Exchange Program, the Ship for Southeast Asian and Japanese Youth Program, the Next 
Generation Global Leaders Program: “Ship for World Youth Leaders,” and the Young Core Leaders of 
Civil Society Groups Development Program. 

(International exchange for young people) 
 MEXT conducts projects including the International Exchange Utilizing Youth Education Facilities so that 

children and young people can have opportunities to experience various values through communication 
with people from inside and outside of the country. 

(International exchange for sports) 
 MEXT supports programs such as sports exchange programs with Asian countries through the Japan 

Sports Association and international exchange programs through the Japanese Olympic Committee, in 
addition to international sports exchange programs that involve young people. 

 MOFA conducts programs to send Japanese young people to foreign countries and invite foreign young 
people to Japan and makes efforts to broaden their international perspective through international 
exchange and the development of an international understanding and an understanding of Japan. 
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(Other efforts made for developing global human resources) 
 MOFA recruits, selects, trains, and sends people aged 20 to 39 who possess techniques and skills that 

developing countries have requested for two years in principle through the Japan Overseas Cooperation 
Volunteers program under the Japan International Cooperation Agency. 

 MEXT promotes Education for Sustainable Development (ESD); the Japan’s Implementation Plan for 
Global Action Programme on ESD was formulated at the interministerial meeting in March 2016, and 
efforts have been proceeding. 

 
Section 2 Development of human resources in science and technology who will be 

responsible for innovations 
 

1 Promotion of science and mathematics education  
 In order to develop human resources related to science and technology, MEXT designates high schools 

that provide advanced science and mathematics education as Super Science High Schools (SSHs) and 
supports them. Also, for ambitious and talented high school students, MEXT is promoting various efforts; 
for example, MEXT designates universities which develop and provide international human resource 
development programs as Global Science Campuses and supports them.  

 
2 Development of entrepreneurs  
 MEXT conducts world-class advanced human resource development through the Enhancing Development 

of Global Entrepreneur Program for graduate students, etc. so that they can acquire knowledge such as 
knowledge about entrepreneurship, know-how to start up businesses, and the means to create ideas. 

 
3 Support for business startups  
 METI provides low-interest loans through the Japan Finance Corporation to young people whose new 

businesses have been started within the last seven years using the Loan Program for Supporting Female, 
Young, and Senior Entrepreneurs. 

 
Section 3 Development of human resources who can adapt to and utilize the 

evolution of information and communications technology 
 

 MEXT is making efforts to promote and spread practical education such as problem-based learning 
through industry-academia collaboration regarding the establishment of a base for the development of 
human resources in the information technology field who will support growing industries. In addition, 
regarding human resource development related to cybersecurity, efforts have been made for developing 
educational materials and pragmatic practice environments not only in universities and graduate schools, 
but also in technical colleges.  

 
Section 4 Assistance for young people who are playing important roles in the 

revitalization of local communities 
 

 The Cabinet Secretariat Headquarters for Overcoming Population Decline and Vitalizing Local Economy 
in Japan promotes efforts made for contributions to solving local issues by developing human resources 
who support local industries, strengthening ties with the young generation in regions and local 
communities, etc. 

 Since FY 2015, MEXT has been conducting the Promotion of Universities as the Center of Communities 
Plus Project (COC+); COC+ supports projects in which multiple universities establish project 
collaboration institutions in cooperation with not only local governments which promote local 
revitalization, but also local companies which accept human resources and NPOs and private entities 
which conduct activities aiming to vitalize local communities, while making efforts for creating 
employment and increasing the number of graduates who stably settle down in local communities by 
leveraging the advantages of the institutions’ members. This project will be promoted as well in FY 2016. 

 In order to establish a flow of new people into regions, MIC promotes the Community-Reactivating 
Cooperator Squad system, which is a system to encourage people living in urban areas to migrate to rural 
areas including depopulated areas and then to settle down or reside in such areas while carrying out 
activities to contribute to local communities for a certain period of time. 
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Section 5 Development of next-generation world-class athletes and emerging 
artists, etc. 

 
1 Development of next-generation athletes  
 In FY 2015, efforts were made to scout for, develop, and strengthen next-generation athletes who are 

expected to play important roles in 2020, while supporting the routine and continuous athlete-training 
activities conducted by each sports association. In FY 2016, further similar efforts will be made 
strategically for the 2020 Olympic and Paralympic Games in an integrated manner. 

 
2 Development of emerging artists, etc.  
 In terms of developing human resources such as young artists, directors, stage experts, human resources of 

arts management, and other human resources who will take charge of Japanese culture and art, MEXT 
provides networking opportunities at training sessions, including performances, exhibitions, and 
international symposia for acquiring practical, advanced techniques and knowledge.  

 

Chapter 7 Systems for the Promotion of Measures 
 
Section 1 Ascertaining the State of Affairs and Other Information Related to 

Children and Young People, and Collecting and Sharing the Information 
 

 The Cabinet Office conducts survey research on children and young people and posts the results on its 
website so that they will be widely used by the public.  

 The Ministry of Health, Labour and Welfare (MHLW) is promoting survey research on children, young 
people, and their guardians with Health and Labor Science Research Grants.  

 
Section 2 Public Announcements and Awareness-Raising Activities 
 

1 Public announcements, awareness-raising activities, and provision of information 
 

(Children and Young People’s Development Support Month) 
 In 1978, the Cabinet Office designated every November as Children and Young People’s Development 

Support Month, and it intensively carries out various programs and activities together with relevant 
ministries, local governments, and concerned organizations. 

(Awards for Supporters of Children/Family and Youth, Youth of the Year Who Are Creating the Future, 
etc.) 
 The Cabinet Office awards individuals, organizations, and companies that have delivered outstanding 

services in their activities to develop and support children and young people with the Awards for 
Supporters of Children/Family and Youth; it awards young people who have delivered outstanding 
services in their activities that contribute to society with an award: the Youth of the Year Who Are 
Creating the Future.  

(Juvenile Delinquency and Harm Prevention Month) 
 In 1979, the Cabinet Office designated every July as Juvenile Delinquency and Harm Prevention Month, 

and since then it has raised public awareness of delinquency prevention and strengthened responses to 
delinquency and other problematic behaviors through the participation of a wide range of relevant 
ministries and in cooperation with concerned organizations.  

 The National Police Agency produced posters to advocate for the prevention of delinquency, and put them 
up in all areas of the country in time for Juvenile Delinquency and Harm Prevention Month, July 2015. 

(Child Abuse Prevention Month) 
 In 2004, the MHLW and the Cabinet Office both designated every November as Child Abuse Prevention 

Month, and since then, they have raised awareness of the problem of child abuse in society.  
(“Movement for a Brighter Society” – the power of the community in preventing crime and 
delinquency, assisting in the rehabilitation of offenders) 
 Since 1951, the MOJ has promoted the “Movement for a Brighter Society” in order to realize a society 

without crime and delinquency. This campaign aims to enhance public awareness, and July is designated 
as the awareness month. 

(Activities for human rights awareness-raising) 
 The human rights bodies of the MOJ carry out various activities for human rights awareness-raising, such 

as holding lectures and distributing leaflets about child abuse, bullying, the Convention on the Rights of 
the Child, and children’s rights. In addition, the bodies carry out awareness-raising activities throughout 
the year, including Human Rights Week, from December 4 through December 10, under the slogan 
“Protect children’s rights,” as one of the annual priority targets of their awareness-raising activities. 
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