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Column 
 

Youth of the Year Who Are Creating the Future 
Awards for Supporters of Children/Family and Youth 
 
In the new Outline for the Promotion of Development and Support for Children and Young People 
approved by the Headquarters for Promotion of Development and Support for Children and Young People 
on February 9, 2016, it was determined that the Prime Minister’s Award shall be established to further 
enhance the reputation and social recognition of activities such as those that contribute to society carried 
out by children and young people in local communities. 
In light of this decision, the Award for Youth Social Contributions, which had been granted as the Minister 
of State for Special Missions’ Award until FY 2014, was replaced in FY 2015 with the Prime Minister’s 
Award for the Youth of the Year Who Are Creating the Future. The commendation presentation ceremony 
was held on March 23, 2016. 
This column introduces the two organizations that won the Prime Minister’s Award for the FY 2015 Youth 
of the Year Who Are Creating the Future and the two organizations that received the Prime Minister’s 
Award for their activities to develop and support children and young people for the FY 2015 Award for 
Supporters of Children/Family and Youth. 
 

 

 
 
 
Youth of the Year Who Are Creating the Future (Prime Minister’s Award) 
(1) Kizuna Project, Akita Prefectural Omagari School for Special Needs Education (Akita 

Prefecture) 
At Akita Prefectural Omagari School for Special Needs Education, some 170 students from elementary to 
upper secondary school are developing various local activities to contribute such as the Tanabata 
Fireworks Festival, local clean-ups, and volunteer snow removal. 
The School has made these efforts since 1992, when the School was founded, positioning them as learning 
activities rooted in the local community as well as characteristic educational activities through daily 
networking with local residents. The planning and design for the entire project is done by teachers. 
However, as students can see the prospects for the development of activities, their proactive efforts 
become apparent, for example, through making plans for themselves. 
The efforts made by Omagari School for Special Needs Education are well known to the community, and 
local residents casually participate in the events organized by the School. Through these activities, 
students themselves are prompted to grow and improve their ability to work. In addition, students are 
expected to be responsible for revitalizing the local community. 
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(2) Inuyama Executive Committee for the Gathering of New Adults (Aichi Prefecture) 
The Inuyama Executive Committee for the Gathering of New Adults has held the New Adults’ Gathering, 
planned and organized by new adults through their own initiatives, since 2001. In those days, when the 
bad manners of new adults at coming of age ceremonies became a nationwide problem, Inuyama City 
decided not to conduct any coming of age ceremonies organized by the City. That decision led new adults 
to collect participation fees by themselves and hold their own unique “gathering of new adults” which is 
free from the traditional style of coming of age ceremonies. The new adults of the year make plans while 
others who have had experience on the Executive Committee before support the new adults with 
management and preparations as a cheering squad. Taking the coming of age as an opportunity to start, the 
new adults engage in various activities such as those that contribute to society such as making the 
community clean and beautiful and supporting local events, which are born from the thought that they 
want to express through their actions their gratitude to the community for having been fostered. Under 
circumstances where a decrease in youth organization activities has become a concern throughout Japan, 
the Committee’s value as an organization representing young people in the community has been rising 
recently. Some former Executive Committee members are expanding their range of activities, like being 
recommended to be members of public committees and stating their opinions as representatives of young 
people. 
 

 
 
Awards for Supporters of Children/Family and Youth (Prime Minister’s Award) 
(1) Non-Profit Organization Sexual Assault Crisis Healing Intervention Center Osaka (SACHICO) 

(Osaka Prefecture) 
Osaka SACHICO is the first hospital-based one-stop support center for victims of sexual violence in 
Japan, established within Hannan Chuo Hospital in April 2010. From immediately after an assault to 
recovery, the Center’s comprehensive support includes counseling over the phone which is available on a 
24-hour, 365-day-a-year basis, on-site consultations, medical examinations and treatment provided 
according to the victim’s needs, the collection of physical evidence and its safekeeping if the victim 
wishes, and introductions to lawyers and counselors. During the five years since its launch, the Center has 
handled over 23,000 cases of counseling over the phone and a total of some 3,000 cases of on-site 
consultations. The Organization’s activities have been highly esteemed, and as a result, the promotion of 
the establishment of one-stop support centers has been placed in the Fourth Basic Plan for Gender 
Equality (approved by the Cabinet on December 25, 2015) and the Third Basic Plan for Crime Victims 
(approved by the Cabinet on April 1, 2016). From FY 2014, as a model project for comprehensive support 
for victims of sexual violence under the Gender Equality Bureau of the Cabinet Office, the Center is 
proceeding with efforts such as formulating a manual on how to handle physical evidence from sexual 
violence, training support staff members, and improving the night counseling system to boost the 
prevention of sexual violence against children and support for assaulted children in coordination with the 
Osaka Prefectural government. 


	Chapter 1 New Developments in Measures for Development and Support for Children and Young People
	1
	Project to Assist in the Self-reliance of Families Including Single-parent Families and Families with Multiple Children
	Project on the Strengthening of Measures Taken to Prevent Child Abuse
	2
	Chapter 2 Sound Development of All Children and Young People
	Acquisition of daily life skills
	1
	Improvement of academic abilities
	2
	Enrichment of university education, etc.
	3
	Promotion of health education and the securement and promotion of health, etc.
	1
	Improvement of counseling systems related to children and young people
	2
	Education for the prevention of damage
	3
	Acquisition of professional skills and willingness
	1
	Improvement of employment support
	2
	1
	Promotion of education that fosters attitudes favoring participating in the development of society
	Promoting volunteer activities and other such ways to participate in society
	2
	Chapter 3 Supporting Children, Young People, and Their Families Who Are Facing Difficulties
	1
	Establishment of horizontal and vertical support networks through Local Support Network Systems for Children and Young People
	Improvement of outreach
	2
	Support for children and young people who are NEETs, socially withdrawn, or truant
	1
	Support for children and young people with disabilities and other special needs
	2
	3
	Providing support for children and young people who have fallen into delinquency or committed a crime
	Dealing with the problem of child poverty
	4
	Support for children and young people who need particular attention
	5
	Measures to prevent child abuse
	1
	Measures against crimes that harm the welfare of children and young people
	2
	Measures for children and young people who are victims of crimes and for their families, etc.
	3
	Chapter 4 Development of Social Environments for the Growth of Children and Young People
	Proactive support for guardians, etc.
	1
	Collaboration and cooperation between schools working as teams and local communities
	2
	Creation of environments in which each local community as a whole raises children
	3
	4
	Community building which makes it so that crimes that victimize children and young people hardly occur
	1
	Appropriate enforcement of the Act on Development of an Environment that Provides Safe and Secure Internet Use for Young People
	Responses to Internet addiction
	2
	Regulation of sex-related special businesses
	3
	Prohibition of sales of alcohol and tobacco to minors
	4
	Chapter 5 Training for Human Resources Who Will Be Responsible for Supporting the Growth of Children and Young People
	Securement of private-sector collaborators
	1
	Peer counseling and support from members of the same or adjacent generations
	2
	1
	Development of human resources who coordinate support by leveraging their comprehensive knowledge
	Improvement of the capacity and ability of teachers
	2
	Medical and health care professionals
	3
	Child welfare professionals
	4
	Specialists in adolescent psychology
	5
	Professionals in the area of juvenile guidance and the treatment of juvenile delinquents
	6
	Chapter 6 Assistance for children and young people who will carve out a creative future
	Deeper understanding of Japanese traditions and culture, etc.
	1
	Promotion of foreign language education
	2
	Promotion of studying abroad and acceptance of foreign students, etc.
	3
	Enrichment of education for Japanese children living abroad
	4
	Promotion of Olympic and Paralympic education
	5
	International exchange activities
	6
	Promotion of science and mathematics education
	1
	Development of entrepreneurs
	2
	Support for business startups
	3
	Development of next-generation athletes
	1
	Development of emerging artists, etc.
	2
	Chapter 7 Systems for the Promotion of Measures
	Public announcements, awareness-raising activities, and provision of information
	1
	Awareness-raising for adults including parents and guardians
	2
	Promotion of understanding about the importance of families and communities
	3
	Cooperation with the efforts made by international organizations
	1
	Collection and dissemination of information
	2
	1
	Promoting coordination and collaboration among relevant national government agencies in Japan
	Promotion of community initiatives
	2
	Column

