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Indicators in research and innovation

Capturing innovations - new topics, methods and

sources
Dynamic research and innovation needs good indicators. Since 2017, the German Federal Ministry of Edu- Itis a core interest of the German government to maintain and further enhance the in-
cation and Research (BMBF) has been funding projects that improve indicators and offer new approaches ternational performance of Germany as an innovative country. Motivated by the OECD Blue Sky

Forum in 2016
<https://www.oecd.org/sti/blue-sky.htm>

, the Federal Ministry of Education and Research (BMBF) decided to fund projects to improve
and further develop indicators for measuring research and innovation (R&I) in science and edu-
cation. Since 2017, these projects have contributed to the recording and impact measurement
of new topics, innovation sectors and phenomena. In this way, standard measurement models

to measuring impact of research and innovation.

are expanded and recast with innovative indicators. In addition, empirical approaches are
opened up through the use of new data sources and methods. Our goal is to utilize this re-

search to enable evidence-based funding policies and to continuously improve funding

measure your instruments
innovation

Redefining indicators - funding announcements and
research funding.

The first round of the funding call on "Further development of indicators for research and inno-
vation" of January 2017 aimed to initiate capacity building in the field of innovation research
that will be effective in the long term. The BMBF selected seven projects for funding. In No-
vember 2018, the second round initiated the funding of seven additional projects for the fur-
ther development of the indicator system. The funded research projects focus on new phe-
nomena such as social innovations, household innovations and open innovation processes.

Messen Sie Ihre Innovation © Adobe Stock/faithie They apply new methods in the context of digitization, tap additional data sources and further
develop existing indicator catalogs.

A well-defined set of indicators is important for assessing the impact of the German Federal
Government's High-Tech Strategy. It also serves the purpose of evaluating individual funding
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