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Artificial intelligence (Al)-based technologies have risen to the
forefront of public discussion, including at the level of the United
Nations, due their potential impacts on society. The global
conversation on the possible transformations has been driven to a
considerable extent by a series of Al applications ranging from
intelligent networks and smart cities to autonomous and cognitive
systems, including humanoid robots. These developments have been made
possible by advances in “ machine learning” and “ deep learning”
algorithms, combined with the availability of tremendous computing
power, collection of and access to big data, cloud computing and
storage, and the Internet of Things (loT).

While Al has the potential to transform the future of humanity for
the better and for sustainable development, there are thus also risks
and challenges associated with Al, especially in terms of deepening
inequalities and divides, in addition to human rights implications.
In order to sketch possible scenarios and take advantage of the
opportunities while managing risks, it is important to develop a more



comprehensive understanding of how societies may be transformed by
these technologies, taking account of how they are controlled. Due to
the potential global impacts of Al and the convergence of interests
and actors, an intercultural dialogue is needed to take into account
the different cultural approaches.

To celebrate the 25th anniversary of the I1BC and the 20th anniversary
of the IGBC and COMEST, a number of special events is being organized.
As part of this series, UNESCO has created this roundtable to bring
these issues to the discussion of the general public and raise
awareness about the ethical questions raised by artificial

intelligence.
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Assistant Professor of Intimate Computing, TU Delft; guest researcher,
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International Foundation for Autonomous Agents and Multiagent Systems
(I1FAAMAS) from 2012-2018.
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Department, Paris 8 University; member of the CRESPPA Research lab
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