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WHITE HOUSE

National Security Decision Directives :NSDD 189
National Policy on the Transfer of Scientific, technical, and Engineering
Information (September 21, 1985)

‘Fundamental research’” means basic and applied research in science and
engineering, the results of which ordinarily are published and shared
broadly within the scientific community, as distinguished from
proprietary research and from industrial development, design,
production, and product utilization, the results of which ordinarily are
restricted for proprietary or national security reasons.

National Science Foundation: NSF

Basic research is defined as systematic study directed toward fuller
knowledge or understanding of the fundamental aspects of phenomena
and of observable facts without specific applications towards processes

or products in mind.
HPr (http://www.nsf.gov/statistics/nsb1003/definitions.htm)
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