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Mr. Chairman,

At the outset, I would like to congratulate you, Mr. Chairman, on your assumption of the
chairmanship of this committee, and to express my confidence that under your leadership
we will make significant progress during this session. My congratulatlons are also extended
to the other members of the Bureau.

Mr. Chairman,

Japan is deeply concerned about the possibility that human beings may be cloned. It is our
position that an international convention on this subject, which will be accepted by as many
countries as possible, should be drawn up without delay. It is incumbent upon the
international community to cooperate in prohibiting the reproductive clom'ng of human
beings. '

In this respect;” we pay tribute to Germany and France for their joint initiative in
formulating an international convention against the reproductive cloning of human beings.
We support their step-by-step approaich, which is realistic and effective. We must not
engage in prolonged discussion, but we should take measures on those points on which
agreement can be reached. In 5o doing, we should be guided by a sense of urgency.

Mr. Chairman,

That human embryos must be treated with respect goes without saying. But since each
country has its own view as to whether, human embryos should be objects of legal



protection, we do not believe a consensus can be readily achieved on this point.

Because the negotiation of a convention takes a long time, there is concern that cloned
human beings will be created before such an international convention comes into effect.
That is why we must try to draw up an international convention as quickly as possible.
Japan hopes that, in parallel with the negotiation of an international convention, co'unt'ryv
will endeavour to take domestic measures against the reproductive cloning of human
beings.

As my delegation explained at the previous meeting, Japan’s domestic law prohibits
reproductlve human cloning and its legal guidelines strictly regulate the creation of human
embryos through cloning techniques. At this time, these guidelines prohibit the creation of
cloned human embryos. Concerning the treatment of human embryos for research purposes
the Council for Science and Technology Policy in the Cabinet Office is conductmg careful
and candid discussions among experts in various fields.
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Mr. Chairman,

The issue of human cloning has profound implications for the future of all humankind. I am
confident that this working group will make significant progress.

Thank you, Mr. Chairman.




