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2002

Research and experimental development R&D  comprise creative work undertaken on a
systematic basis in order to increase the stock of knowledge, including knowledge of man,
culture and society, and the use of this stock of knowledge to device new applications.
[ 1 RéD

R&D basic research, applied research,
experimental development

The term R&D covers three activities: basic research, applied research and experimental
development. Basic research is experimental or theoretical work undertaken primarily to
acquire new knowledge of the underlying foundation of phenomena and observable facts,
without any particular application or use in view. Applied research is also original
investigation undertaken in order to acquire new knowledge. It is, however, directed
primarily towards a specific practical aim or objective. Experimental development is
experience, which is directed to producing new materials, products or devices, to installing
new processes, systems and services, or to improving substantially those already produced

or installed.
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Researchers are professionals engaged in the conception or creation of new knowledge,
products, processees, methods and systems and also in the management of the projects

concerned.
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headcount FTE: full-time

equivalent
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