
2. Trend of Measures for Aging Society 

(1) Policy Studies for Comprehensive Promotion of Measures for Aging Society 

In FY2005, the government conducted the “Attitude Survey on the Lifestyle of the Elderly by 

Type of Households” and the “Sixth International Comparison Survey on the Daily Life and 

Attitudes of Elderly Persons.”  

 

(i) “Attitude Survey on the Lifestyle of the Elderly by Type of Households” 

- The number of elderly living alone has increased conspicuously among males and females aged 65 

or older, and this trend will accelerate in the future. In light of this, in order to clarify the attitudes of 

elderly living alone towards their lifestyle, the government conducted a survey based on the 

comparison of “single-elderly households” with “all elderly households.” 

 

- With regard to the financial situation of households, the percentage of persons who are somewhat 

worried about their financial situation (total of “I’m very worried because my family budget is tight” 

and “I’m worried because my family budget is not enough”) is higher for single-elderly households 

(25.8%) than for all elderly households (19.5%). 

By gender, the percentage of elderly living alone who are somewhat worried about their financial 

situation is much higher for males at 32.3% than for females at 23.9%. (Chart 2-2-5) 

 

Chart 2-2-5. Financial Situation 
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Source: Cabinet Office, “Attitude Survey on the Lifestyle of the Elderly by Type of Households” 
Note:  1. Males and females aged 65 or older were surveyed nationwide. 

2. Figures indicated in columns just above each bar of the bar graph are the totals of “somewhat worried” and 
“very worried”. 

 
 

(ii) The “Sixth International Comparison Survey on the Daily Life and Attitudes of Elderly Persons” 

- The International Comparison Survey on the Daily Life and Attitudes of Elderly Persons has been 

conducted every five years since the first one was conducted in 1980, and this is the sixth time that 

the survey has been conducted. The sixth survey was conducted for males and females aged 60 or 

older in five countries, Japan, the United States, South Korea, Germany, and France. 

 

- According to the survey results in chronological order, with regard to elderly relationships with 

their children and grandchildren in Japan, the rate of “Hoping to live together with my children and 

grandchildren” has decreased, while that of “Hoping to have frequent contact with my children and 

grandchildren for meals and conversation” has increased. In FY2005, the rate of “Hoping to have 

frequent contact with my children and grandchildren for meals and conversation” exceeded that of 

“Hoping to live together with my children and grandchildren.” These results indicate that more 

elderly people prefer to have a less close relationship with their children and grandchildren.” (Chart 

1-2-9) 

 



Chart 1-2-9. Elderly Relationships with Their Children and Grandchildren 
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Source: Cabinet Office, “International Comparison Survey on the Daily Life and Attitudes of Elderly  

Persons” 
Note:  1. Males and females aged 60 or older were surveyed nationwide. 

2. The surveys conducted in FY2000 and FY2005 had an option “Don’t know,” and the rate of respondents 
who chose the option is 7.0% and 6.9%, respectively. 

 

By international comparison, the percentage of elderly hoping to have a closer relationship with 

their children and grandchildren is higher in Japan and South Korea than in other countries. (Chart 

2-2-14) 

 



Chart 2-2-14. Relationships with Children and Grandchildren (International Comparison) 
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Source: Cabinet Office, “International Comparison Survey on the Daily Life and Attitudes of Elderly Persons,” 2006 
Note:  Males and females aged 60 or older were surveyed in Japan, the United States, South Korea, Germany, and  

France. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 




