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“The International Symposium on Utilizing Dormant Assets for Social Issues hosted by the Cabinet
Office of Japan was an outstanding opportunity for organizations who have dormant asset programs
to share expertise and discuss best practices within this industry. The symposium provided a forum
for increased international cooperation in this area as well as exposure for the innovative concept of
utilizing dormant accounts for social purposes. It is my hope that this symposium will act as a
catalyst for further events and encourage other jurisdictions to implement a dormant assets scheme
which benefits the broader community. My congratulations on an excellent event.”

Ms. ALENA LEVITZ
/ Executive Director, British Columbia Unclaimed Property Society (77 %)
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“The Symposium provided a great opportunity to share experiences and learn from others operating
similar schemes. Many common themes emerged, for example, that the scale of these dormant assets
can be significant, that account holders can reclaim their money at any time, and that unclaimed funds
are utilised for social purposes. The second panel discussion demonstrated how social issues such as
homelessness, youth disadvantage, and food waste and hunger are being addressed through use of
dormant assets funding. Overall the symposium shows the value of operating such a scheme and that
the funding can make a real difference for organisations and people in each country.”

Mr. KENNETH JORDAN
[Principal Officer for Finance and Dormant Accounts, Department of Rural and Community
Development (7 4 v Z » F)
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"l was very grateful for the opportunity to be a panelist at the first international symposium on dormant
assets and to share the platform with representatives from like-minded countries and hear views on
how these assets can be used to support some of the most vulnerable people in society.

It was clear from both panels that there are real synergies between the host country and the other
countries represented at the symposium. | hope that the symposium can be used as the launch pad for
future close collaboration.”

Ms. CLAIRE ETCHES
/Head of the Dormant Assets Team, Department for Digital, Culture, Media & Sport (£ ¥ U &)
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“The ambitious 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development and its 17 Goals require a massive amount
of funding, from all sources, public, private, domestic and international. While there is progress, at
current trends, the Goals will not be achieved by the target date. The use of dormant assets for social
purposes is an excellent example of innovative financing which can complement other sources in this
endeavor. | commend the leadership demonstrated by the Government of Japan's Cabinet Office for
organizing an inspiring symposium as an outstanding learning opportunity for more countries to
explore the use of dormant assets to achieve social goals.”

Mr. ALBERTO PADOVA
/Chief, Strategic Engagement and Policy Integration Branch, Financing for Sustainable Development
Office, DESA (HEFHEE)
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“Vancouver Foundation was pleased to participate in the first-ever conference among organizations
and governments who use dormant assets to support programs addressing social issues through the
charity and non-profit sectors.

The Japanese government deserves great praise for its vision to convene this conference. | was able
to learn a lot from my colleagues, and hope that what | shared was of value to other presenters and
the audience.

During the post-conference reception, | spoke to many audience members and found them to be very
engaged and informed on addressing social issues. This gives me confidence that the Japanese
dormant assets program will be well managed and will grant resources to organizations well placed
to use them effectively.”

Mr. KEVIN McCORT
/CEO, Vancouver Foundation (#7 &)
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“It was a huge privilege to participate in the International Symposium on Dormant Assets in Tokyo
and hear from not only Japanese practitioners but also organisations using Dormant Assets for Social
Innovation from around the world. Janpia as the administrator of the Dormant Assets in Japan has
an important role and the additional challenge of demonstrating the programme’s value within a short
5 year window. Such a timeframe has not been a constraint in other countries but Janpia does have
more flexibility than available to other jurisdictions. Vancouver and Ireland are limited to grant
making and the UK to social investment whereas Japan can use either. Despite the different tools we
have at our disposal, | am encouraged about the common passion to achieve social transformation
and to measure and manage the social impact we achieve with and through the social enterprises.
There is much we can learn from each other over the coming years. My highlight was hearing how the
Vancouver Foundation manage their impact by systematically involving the people being supported in
the Foundation’s programme design and evaluation.”

Mr. DANIEL BREWER
ICEOQ, Resonance Ltd.(f ¥V R)
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In attending this symposium, | learnt that each country and region is trying various unique measures
to improve the capabilities and expertise of those who are engaged in solving social issues. | realised
strongly that the role of public funds and human resources are significantly important and
indispensable and that as one of the schemes, utilising dormant deposits has such a huge potential that
it is vital to encourage many people to participate by enhancing public awareness and interest more
widely. I am deeply grateful to the Cabinet Office who gave me such an opportunity as well as the
other involved parties including panellists from overseas countries and all the other participants.
Through utilising the dormant deposits, JANPIA will develop the ability for solving social issues
through collecting knowledge from Japan and other countries. In order to do so, we will generate many
opportunities for dialogue and awareness with limitless efforts leading to actions and results through
“partnership and collaboration™.
Mr. MASAYA FUTAMIYA
/Chair, Japan Network for Public Interest Activities (JANPIA)
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