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Thank you, Madam chair.

Commission on the Policy for Persons with Disabilities that I chair is the officially pointed
Independent monitoring mechanism.

I will address three major concerns from our monitoring.

Ouir first concern is regarding article 12.

Regime shift from substituted decision making to supported decision making is not yet officially
considered. Equal recognition of persons with disabilities before the law is restricted by the Adult
Guardianship system. Under the current system, persons with disabilities who are judged to lack the
capacity to appreciate right or wrong are restricted from exercising legal capacity, even if they have
mental capacity and can enjoy exercising legal capacity if appropriate support is provided.

Our second concern is regarding article 14.

In Japan the number of psychiatric beds is outstandingly large. The average length of stay in
psychiatric hospitals is outstandingly long. Involuntary admissions have reached the same number
as voluntary admissions. The majority of involuntary admissions are medical care and protection
admission. The medical care and protection admission is a unique system in which patients are
forcibly admitted to a psychiatric hospital, even if there is neither a risk of self-injury nor of causing
harm to others, as long as their families agree with the decision made by designated psychiatrists.

The number of people undergoing physical restraints in psychiatric care has doubled in the past 20
years. Restraint in mental care and in-patient facilities can be applied to persons with psychosocial
disabilities, persons with dementia and persons with behavioral disorders even when these measures
are not necessary as emergency measures or measures of last resort. No specific roadmap to abolish
such practices has been developed.

Our third concern is regarding article 24.  The definition of inclusive education system by
the government of Japan includes special needs education school. The number of children and
students enrolled in special needs education schools and special needs education classes continues to
increase. Paradigm shift from separate education to inclusive education is further required. Measures
to provide reasonable accommodation and individualized support at regular classes are still limited.

I hope the constructive dialogue today and tomorrow will be very fruitful.

Thank you.
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