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 (Women employment after having a baby remains severe) 
When an employment surrounding the employment of the women is reviewed, 
approximately 60% of the women who were working before delivery have left their 
work after delivery. Further, the percentage of the women taking a maternity leave 
has shown a tendency of steady increase (in 2009, it was 85.6%).However, when the 
percentage of women who continue to work without taking the leave is taken into 
consideration, the percentage of women who continue to work after delivery hasn’t 
changed much in these 20 years. Continuing working for a woman having a baby is 
still severe. 
 
Figure 1-2-18: Wife's employment history before and after the birth of the first child, 
by year of childbirth  
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Employed 38%
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(Long working hours for men of the childcare generation) 
At any age, there is a downward trend since 2005 for people with long working hours 
of more than 60 hours per week for men. However, in the parenting period for 30’s 
males, it has become the highest level compared to other age groups, with 1 person 
out of 5 people working more than 60 hours per week. In addition, if the childcare 
time is compared with other countries field, it is found that the childcare time for the 
men having a child below 6 years of age is only 30 minutes in a day on an average, 
which is half when compared to European countries. Even after adding the time of 
household work, it is found that the time consumed for the household work and child 
care by the men of the child caring generation of Japan is only 1 hour in a day on an 
average. When this was compared to the European countries, it is only 1/3rd of that of 
the European countries; it shows that the participation of the men in the childcare is 
not making a progress. 
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Figure 1-2-19: Long working hours of men in child-rearing generation 

 
 

 

Source: Eurostat “How Europeans Spend Their Time Everyday Life of Women and 
Men”(2004), “Bureau of Labour Statistics of the U.S. “American Time-Use Survey 
Summary”(2006), Ministry of Internal Affairs and Communications, “Survey on Time 
Use and Leisure Activities”(2006) 
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※Denominator of rate is the total number of non-agricultural employed 
persons(excluding persons not at work). 
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5. International Comparison of Family Related Social Expenses 
It has been pointed out that Japan, as compared to the European countries, has the low 
financial support of the entire family policy through the cash benefit, and benefit in 
kind. When the family related social expenditure of GDP is compared, Japan is at 
0.79% (2007), which is about 1/4th when compared to European countries such as 
France or Sweden. 
 
Figure 1-2-20: Comparison of the ratio of family related social expenditures to GDP 
in each country (2007) 
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Social spending family relationships: OECD Social Expenditure Database (Version: October 2010)
Data acquisition 2010.11.9
Total fertility rate: Statistical agencies national governments
National burden rate: "National burden rate of countries OECD (national income ratio)" by Ministry of Finance

National contribution ratio
（2007）

1.39 2.01 1.68
(2008)

1.41 1.36 1.99 1.94 1.94

39.5% 34.9% 44.4% 62.5% 52.4% 61.2% 48.3% 64.8%
(Source)

(2010(Approximate numeric value))
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