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Children’s Poverty and Expanding 
Grassroots Support Activities for 

Children 
Some of the readers of this White Paper might 

have seen this poster. This poster is the one 

designed to publicize the “Children’s Future 

Support National Movement” which is a project 

promoted by the government in which the public 

and private sectors cooperate and work together 

to provide measures against children’s poverty to 

enlighten people on it. The poster features the 

face of a child illustrated by the Dutch picture 

book writer Dick Bruna. 

People from various circles concerned who felt 

the need to do something about children’s poverty 

gathered at the Prime Minister's Office on April 2, 

2015 and launched the “Children’s Future 

Support National Movement” as promoters. It is 

the aim of the project to build a support network 

of the central government, local governments and 

companies and organizations of the private sector 

and develop a variety of support services through 

the use of the “Children's Future Support Fund” 

with a view to enabling all children to change 

their “resignation before the impossibility” into 

their “joy for the possibility.” 

It is said that it is difficult to see and understand 

the actual state of children’s poverty. Since it is 

the loss of the whole society to leave the problem 

of children’s poverty untouched, however, not 

only the central government but also local 

governments as well as companies and 

organizations of the private sector need to 

cooperate and work together to take measures 

against the problem.  

Currently, the number of cases is increasing 

everywhere in which local governments as well 

as companies and organizations of the private 

sector are conducting grassroots support activities 

while they are standing by children. We present 

here some of them. 

 

Poster to publicize the “Children’s Future Support 

National Movement” 

Initiators’ Meeting for The Children’s Future 

Support National Movement on April 2, 2015 
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(1) IKEBUKURO TABLE  

This is a dining room for children run mainly by 

university students and is opened twice a month 

mainly for middle and high school students from 

a single parent household and economically 

difficult households. This place serves as a 

“comfortable place to stay” for children isolated 

in their home because their parents work late at 

night to make their ends meet. In addition, the 

president of the establishment promotes the 

exchange of the expanding number of volunteer 

students by holding a World Café of them who 

support learning and take care of the children’s 

dining room in the Kanto area. 

 

 
 

(2) Youth Self-help Support Organization 

The driver's license serves as the identity 

document and is a useful qualification for job 

application etc. The Youth Self-help Support 

Organization (hereinafter, the “Support 

Organization”) subsidizes the full amount of the 

cost for obtaining the driver's license for young 

people scheduled to be discharged with 

recommendation from orphanage institutions. 

The Support Organization is scheduled to 

subsidize a total of 150 people in FY 2016 and 

has started to operate a mechanism whereby a 

predetermined amount of the fee is donated to its 

fund (COMPASSnavi). The organization attaches 

importance to the aftercare for self-help and 

independence after their discharge from the 

orphanage institutions and has planned to start 

employment support in logistics-related jobs in 

which the driver’s license is a useful 

qualification. 

 
 

Photo courtesy of the Youth Self-help Support 

Organization 

 

(3) Yasu City in Shiga Prefecture  

Yasu City in Shiga Prefecture provides learning 

support services called the YaSchool by 

commissioning the provision of the services to a 

NPO composed by a group of experts, mainly 

lawyers. Professionals and university students in 

the region participate in the services as volunteers 

and the learning sessions are held every 

Wednesday at night at a community center. All 

students are from households with child-rearing 

allowances. 

The Community Life Consultation Department of 

the municipal government provides life support 

services and serves as the secretariat for the 

School, while the municipal board of education 

dispatches SSWs to strengthen its ties. In addition, 

volunteers in the region called the “Onigiritai” 

prepare rice balls with rice donated by nearby 

farmers and miso soup at every session with the 

cooperation of the municipal social welfare 

council. Thus, not only the commissioned party, 

but also the municipal government as well as 

community residents support the services in a 

concerted effort with division of roles. 

 

(4) Soja City in Okayama Prefecture  

Soja City in Okayama Prefecture has started to 

provide learning support services called “One 

Step” as from October 2014 in cooperation with a 

national university to middle-school students 

from households on welfare in which university 

students participate as volunteers.  

The nick name “One Step” was given with the 
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desire to go one step further and so far a total of 

17 students have received the support. There is a 

case in which a result was delivered. For example, 

a student who had no dream or hope for the 

future dreamt of becoming a cook through his 

contact with university students and in high 

school to study. 

The participation of a university student in these 

services as a volunteer is included as a part of 

curriculum and allows him/her to earn a credit in 

the national university. The cooperation with the 

prefectural university as well as with companies 

is also on the way. As a result, it can be said that a 

coordinated action among industry, government 

and academy has been taken to make the effort a 

success. 

 

(5) Ito-Yokado Co., Ltd. 

Ito-Yokado Co., Ltd. has installed for the first 

time as a nationwide supermarket chain a 

donation box for each of about a total of 6,000 

registers in all 185 stores of Ito-Yokado, 

Seven-Beauty Garden and the Price throughout 

the year across Japan in order to call shoppers 

and employees for donations all year round. 

A different theme to contribute to the solution of 

a variety of social problems will be decided every 

three months for the implementation of the fund 

raising, and in particular the total amount raised 

between March and May every year shall be 

donated to the “Children’s Future Support” which 

is used for the development of NPOs that provide 

grassroots support to children in poverty.  

It is naturally part of the responsibility of the 

government and local governments to help 

children in poverty and take measures against the 

problem. Since there are fine-grained support 

activities that can be carried out by local 

governments as wells companies and 

organizations of the private sector as presented 

here, a coordinated action among industry, 

government, and academy is required to fight 

against children's poverty. 

It is a must not to let poverty destroy a dream. It 

is expected that as many of us as possible extend 

our helping hand from what we can do so that all 

children with difficulties can smile so as to 

“create Japan full of opportunities for all 

children.” 

 

 
 

The kick-off ceremony for the fund raising activity at the registers  
by Ito-Yokado held on February 26, 2016 
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Childrearing Support Passport Program 
 
<Cooperation between local governments and 
companies> 
The Childrearing Support Passport Program is 
implemented by local governments, the purpose 
of which is to provide child-rearing households 
with discounts and preferential treatment services 
at sponsoring companies and stores as well as 
with support services when they go out with 
infants and small children. It is a usual practice 
that services are provided on presentation of the 
“Passport” issued by each local government at the 
counter of a shop, and so far the area for the use 
of services has been restricted to the residential 
area of the respective local government (the 
requirements of the users and the details of the 
services vary depending on local governments).  
 
<Enhancement and strengthening of the 
Childrearing Support Passport Program> 
In order to build the social momentum for the 
purposes of supporting childcare in communities, 
the central government is promoting the 
following efforts with a view to enhancing and 
strengthening the present services in cooperation 
with the prefectures across Japan. 
 
1) Increase in the number of sponsoring 
companies and shops 
In addition to the sponsoring companies and 
shops which are already involved in the present 
services, the central government is promoting to 
increase the number of sponsoring companies and 
shops by making the presentation of the services 
and calling for participation.   
 

2) Enhancement of the content of the services 
In order to provide support service to 
child-rearing households when they go out with 
infants and small children, the central 
government provides hot water for powdered 
milk, installs baby keepers in toilets, provides 
diaper change space, and establishes the 
“Friendly Menu” for providing space for nursing 
infants. 
  
3) Wide-area use (shared use across Japan) 
The central government is asking the sponsoring 
companies and shops calling for cooperation 
through the local governments (prefectural 
governments) to provide child-rearing households 
with services not only in their living area (by 
prefecture), but also across Japan. 
As from April of 2016, these services are 
mutually provided in 41 prefectures. The Tokyo 
Metropolitan Government and the government of 
Okinawa are scheduled to participate in the 
Childrearing Support Passport Program, and all 
47 prefectures will participate in the services as 
of April of 2017. 
In the meantime, the nationwide common logo 
mark for the Childrearing Support Passport 
Program based on the motif represented by 
characters “KOSODATE (Childrearing) has been 
prepared for the development of the services 
across Japan and it is displayed in the passports 
issued by each local government and in the 
sponsoring companies and shops.  
Reference: 
http://www8.cao.go.jp/shoushi/shoushika/passpor
t/ pass_tenkai.html 
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Logo mark for the nationwide development of the 
Childrearing Support Passport Program 

List of the passports of 41 prefectures which have 
participated in the nationwide development as from 

April of 2016 
 

 


