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Joint Conference on Low Fertility, Challenges and 
Responses in the Era of Aging Population 

 

 
Mr. Masaji Matsuyama, Minister of State for Special 
Missions of the Cabinet Office (in charge of declining 
birthrate) visited Seoul, Korea to attend the “Joint 
Conference on Low Fertility, Challenges and Responses 
in the Era of Aging Population” followed by a bilateral 
meeting (Japan/Korea Ministerial meeting on population 
policy and declining birthrate) on October 19, 2017. 
The conference was hosted by the Ministry of Health and 
Welfare (MOHW) of Korea, co-hosted by KIHASA, 
OECD, and UNFPA. Korea has been facing serious low 
fertility for a long time. Mr. Matsuyama stated at the 
opening ceremony that declining birthrate and aging 
society in Japan is a critical problem and that the Abe 
Cabinet has been taking measures to achieve no children 
on the waiting list for entering nursery schools, free 
childcare services, and free higher education. 
Mr. Matsuyama also appealed that measures to support 
local governments on childrearing and marriage support 
have been implemented depending on the actual situation 
of the region. Moreover, Mr. Matsuyama stated his 
determination to introduce Japan’s efforts to the 
international society as a new model, since rapidly 
progressing declining birthrate and aging society is a 
worldwide challenge. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Picture of the participants at the Joint Conference on 
Low Fertility, Challenges and Responses in the Era of 
Aging PopulationJapan/Korea leaders, OECD, UNFPA, 
and Japan/Korea experts made presentations at the 
conference.  
 

According to the presentation by MOHW Korea, the 
total fertility rate in Korea has been hovering at a low 
level (1.1) since 2000, which is the lowest among OECD 
member states. It was also introduced that the first 
“Basic Plan targeting Declining Birthrate and Aging 
Population” was approved in 2006 which has been 
updated every five years. In the latest basic plan (3rd, 
2016-2020), measures for 
employment/housing/education were especially 
emphasized. The presentation also pointed out that long 
working hours and low level of taking childcare leave by 
male workers are major causes for declining birthrate, 
which is not only seen in Korea but also a critical 
problem in Japan. 
 
At the Japan/Korea Ministerial meeting, both countries 
agreed on the importance to work together (e.g. sharing 
good practices, conducting joint researches) to overcome 
the issue of declining birthrate and aging society. Both 
coutries will further discuss the way of collaboration and 
the establishment of a new platform to discuss 
population issues in East Asia. 
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