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(3/832)  United States-Japan Joint Leaders’ Statement
Global Partners for the Future
Reaching New Frontiers in Space
Our global partnership extends to space, where the United States and Japan are leading the way to explore our solar system and
return to the Moon. Today, we welcome the signing of a Lunar Surface Exploration Implementing Arrangement, in which Japan
plans to provide and sustain operation of a pressurized lunar rover while the United States plans to allocate two astronaut flight
opportunities to the lunar surface for Japan on future Artemis missions. The leaders announced a shared goal for a Japanese
national to be the first non-American astronaut to land on the Moon on a future Artemis mission, assuming important benchmarks
are achieved. The United States and Japan plan to deepen cooperation on astronaut training to facilitate this goal while managing
the risks of these challenging and inspiring lunar surface missions. We also announce bilateral collaboration on a Low Earth Orbit
detection and tracking constellation for missiles such as hypersonic glide vehicles, including potential collaboration with U.S.

industry.
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(330) FACT SHEET: Japan Official State Visit to the United States
SPACE COOPERATION

As we further strengthen the foundation of our alliance, we also are looking to the future. Our two countries will continue to pioneer and lead on
space exploration to include on the Moon.

Signing of Historic Lunar Surface Exploration Implementing Arrangement: The United States and Japan signed a historic implementing
arrangement for human spaceflight cooperation on the Moon. Japan will provide and maintain a pressurized rover to support astronauts living and
working on the Moon, while the United States will allocate two astronaut flight opportunities to the lunar surface for Japan on future Artemis
missions. The shared goal is for a Japanese national to be the first non-American astronaut to land on the Moon on a future Artemis mission. This
pressurized rover is intended to enable astronauts to travel farther and work for longer periods on the lunar surface.

Negotiating a Space Technology Safeguards Agreement: The United States and Japan commenced negotiations on a space technology
safeguards agreement which is designed to provide the legal and technical framework for U.S. commercial space launch from Japan. The space
technology safeguards agreement has the potential to open new commercial opportunities in a range of advanced technologies related to space.

Expanding Space Science Cooperation: Building on the 2023 U.S.-Japan Framework Agreement, Japan will participate in NASA missions,
including Dragonfly and the Nancy Grace Roman Space Telescope. Dragonfly is NASA’s robotic mission to Saturn’s moon Titan to investigate
its habitability and prebiotic chemistry wherein Japan will provide a seismometer to Dragonfly’s suite of scientific instruments. The Roman
Space Telescope is NASA’s flagship next generation observatory; Japan will contribute hardware to support the Coronagraph instrument as well
as ground station support. The United States and Japan plan to also collaborate on JAXA’s Next-generation Solar-observing Satellite, SOLAR-C,
which is intended to investigate the mysteries of solar atmospheres by conducting spectroscopic observations of UV radiations from the Sun.

Deepening Low-Earth Orbit (LEQ) Constellation Cooperation: The United States and Japan announced their intention to collaborate on a
future Low-Earth Orbit (LEO) Hypersonic Glide Vehicle (HGV) detection and tracking constellation. This includes cooperation on demonstration,
bilateral analysis, information sharing, and potential collaboration with the U.S. industrial base. The integration between U.S. and Japanese
constellations of LEO satellites provides an opportunity to improve communications and increase the resilience of both nations’ space capabilities.

Enhancing Satellite Cooperation: The United States and Japan announced the completion of three new operational ground stations for Japan’s
Quasi-Zenith Satellite System (QZSS) in Alaska, California, and Guam. The new ground stations will enhance Japan’s ability to monitor and
maintain the accuracy of QZSS. Furthermore, Japan will launch two QZSS satellites hosting payloads from the Department of Defense by March
2026. 3
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