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As a result, we estimate that the direct effect of the pandemic-driven response will be
negligible, with a cooling of around 0.01 = 0.005° C by 2030 compared to a baseline
scenario that follows current national policies. In contrast, with an economic recovery tilted
towards green stimulus and reductions in fossil fuel investments, it is possible to avoid
future warming of 0.3° C by 2050.
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where physical distancing restric-
tions have been eased. As an early
wake-up call, Tropical Storm Cris-
tobal made landfall in Louisiana
on June 7, triggering coastal evac-
uation orders and a federal emer-
gency declaration. Concurrently,
temperatures continue to set rec-
ords throughout the southern
United States, while Arizona has
been battling multiple historic
wildfires that are also requiring
communities to evacuate their
homes. All this as summer had
just begun.

These events suggest that the
United States will increasingly
face complex, challenging scenar-
ios, given the confluence of our
two most pressing global health
threars — the rapid emergence of
the Covid-19 pandemic and the

insidiously evolving climate ¢
Both these crises dispropoi
ately harm the health of vuln
and economically disadvan
people, including those affect
structural racism. Understar
the challenges posed by this
junction is essential if we a
devise effective and equi
strategies to protect and im
health. Attention must be dir
toward key pathways thr
which the climate crisis thica-
ens efforts to contain SARS-
CoV-2 transmission and improve
Covid-19 outcomes, which include
difficulty maintaining physical
distancing, exacerbation of coex-
isting conditions, and disruption
of health care services.

The intensity, frequency, and
duration of climate-related ex-
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Florence in 2018, Covid-19 health
risks are even greater when weath-
€r events are more intense, since
widespread catastrophic damage
results in mass displacement,
which risks introducing the virus
into new locales and clustering
vulnerable survivors together in
temporary accommodations.
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The COVID-19 lockdowns: a window into the Earth System

Diffenbaugh,N., et al., Nature Reviews Earth and Environment, 29 July, 2020
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end, the Language Team at Sony CSL Paris has joined the efforts of the
ssing.

WID-19: The First Public Coronavirus Twitter Dataset began collecting
diffusing news and opinions. As such it captures the share-worthy focus

s choose to share, however it has the benefit of having a very large global
ored in depth in subsequent reports.
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