
Chapter 3    Youth Education 

Section 1    School Education Population (Number of Young People in School Education) 

(Population by Category) 

As of May 1, 2006, the number of young people attending educational establishments from kindergarten 

through to university level ("school education population") was 20,147,000 (10,465,000 males and 

9,682,000 females), representing 15.8% of the total population.  (Table 6) 

Table 6    Number of Schools and Students 

 
 (As of May 1, 2006)

Total Male Female
Total 60,569 20,147,205 10,464,969 9,682,236

Kindergartens 13,835 1,726,520 875,108 851,412
Elementary schools 22,878 7,187,417 3,675,484 3,511,933
Junior high schools 10,992 3,601,527 1,842,098 1,759,429
Senior high schools 5,385 3,494,513 1,769,215 1,725,298
Secondary schools 27 11,648 6,079 5,569

Schools for the blind 71 3,688 2,350 1,338
Schools for the deaf 104 6,544 3,577 2,967

Schools for the other disabled 831 94,360 61,503 32,857
Technical Colleges 64 59,380 49,768 9,612

Junior colleges 468 202,254 25,092 177,162
Universities 744 2,859,212 1,731,738 1,127,474

Specialized training colleges 3,441 750,208 348,816 401,392
Miscellaneous schools 1,729 149,934 74,141 75,793

Category Number of schools
Number of students at school

 
Note:     1. Regarding the "Number of pupils/students" the number of senior high school students includes 

students in regular, honors (senko ka) and special courses; the number of secondary school students 

includes students in both first and second curriculums; the number of students in schools for the 

blind, deaf or other disabled includes students in kindergarten, elementary school, junior high school 

and senior high school departments; the number of university students includes undergraduates as 

well as regular students, auditors and research students of graduate schools, honors courses and 

special courses; the number of junior college students includes regular course students as well as 

students and auditors of honors and special courses; and the number of technical college students 

also includes students of honors courses. 

2. Does not include the number of schools that only have correspondence courses and their students.  

Source: "Basic Survey on Schools," Ministry of Education, Culture, Sports, Science and Technology  

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

(1) Kindergarten Education 

The number of kindergarteners was 1,727,000 (875,000 males and 851,000 females), down 12,000 from 

the previous fiscal year.   

(2) Compulsory Education 

The number of elementary school children was 7,187,000, down 10,000 from the previous fiscal year, 

recording the lowest level since the start of the Basic Survey on Schools (1948). 

The number of junior high school students was 3,602,000, down 25,000 from the previous fiscal year. 

(3) Senior High School Education 

The number of senior high school students was 3,495,000 (1,769,000 males and 1,725,000 females), down 

111,000 from the previous year. 

(4) Higher Education 

The number of university students was 2,859,000 (1,732,000 males and 1,127,000 females), down 6,000 

from the previous fiscal year.  The number of junior college students was 202,000 (25,000 males and 

177,000 females), down 17,000 from the previous fiscal year. 

The numbers of graduate school students was 166,000 master’s students (115,000 males and 50,000 

females), 75,000 were in doctorate courses (53,000 males and 23,000 females) and 20,000 were 

professional degree students (14,000 males and 6,000 females). 

The rate of advancement to junior colleges and universities (the ratio obtained by dividing the number of 

enrollments at university departments and regular classes at junior college in the current year by the 

number of junior school students who graduated three years earlier) was 52.3% in fiscal year 2006.  

Classified by gender it was 53.7% for males (52.1% for university and 1.5% for junior college) and 51.0% 

for females (38.5% for university and 12.4% for junior college).  The female advancement rate had 

exceeded that of males from 1989 to 1999, but has fallen below the male figure since 2000.  (Figure 5) 

(5) Special Needs Education 

The number of children with disabilities attending schools for the blind, for the deaf and for the other 

disabled in kindergarten, elementary school, junior high school and senior high school departments is 

105,000. In regular elementary and junior high schools, the number of children attending special classes is 

105,000, and the number of children who receive special support services in resource rooms is 41,000. In 

total, the number of children with disabilities who receive special needs education is 251,000, of which 

200,000 children are in the stage of compulsory education. It accounts for 1.9% of the total juvenile 

population in the same stage.   

(6) Specialized training colleges and miscellaneous schools 

The number of students enrolled in specialized training colleges was 750,000, down 34,000 from the 



previous fiscal year.  Of them 88.9% or 667,000 students are enrolled in special courses designed for those 

who have graduated from senior high school or have an equivalent level of academic ability. 

The number of students enrolled in miscellaneous schools was 150,000, down 14,000 from the previous 

fiscal year. 

 

 

Figure 5    Rate of Advancement to Universities and Junior Colleges 
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Source: " School Basic Survey," Ministry of Education, Culture, Sports, Science and Technology  

 

Section 2    Improvement of School Education Conditions 

(School Education Expenditure) 

The total amount of expenditure by national and local governments on school education and by school 

founders such as school juridical organizations ("school education expenditure") in fiscal year 2004 was 

18.1752 trillion yen.   

Classified by category elementary schools had the biggest share with 35.3% (6.4158 trillion yen), followed 

by junior high schools (19.7%, 3.5773 trillion yen), senior high schools (19.0%, 3.4445 trillion yen), 

universities, junior colleges and technical colleges (18.3%, 3.3213 trillion yen), schools for the deaf, the 

blind or the other disabled (4.7%, 850.5 billion yen), kindergartens (2.7%, 492.3 billion yen), and 

specialized training colleges and miscellaneous schools (0.4%, 73.5 billion yen).  
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