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Greeting 

Message from the Cabinet Office, Government of Japan 

 
In order for Japan and other countries to work together, it is essential that young people learn to build 

a future based on a sense of mutual understanding, as they are the ones who will be responsible in the 

time to come.  

The Government of Japan has been positively engaged in conducting various programs to support 

development of young people across the border.  

Ship for World Youth Program is one of these programs helping to make historical progress. 

The purpose of this program is to promote a mutual understanding and friendship between the 

Japanese youth and youth from other countries, to cultivate the spirit of international cooperation and 

the competence to practice it, and furthermore to foster the youth with capability of showing 

leadership in various area of international society.  

The ship will visit Mexico next year. The program will provide the participating youth with important 

experiences and help them create new social networks.  

We would like to express our gratitude for the cooperation offered by all members concerned, 

including governmental representatives, members of the Ship for World Youth Alumni Associations, 

and the other youth organization. 

 

Highlights from the latest voyage 
Ship for World Youth Program ~MEIJI 150th~ 

Outline 

 The Japanese participating youth (JPY) and overseas participating youth (OPY) from 10 countries 
around the world shall partake in the following activities.  
A) Onshore and Onboard Training Sessions (6 days and 34 days respectively): Course Discussion, 

seminars, national presentation, cultural introduction activities, sports and recreation, group 
activities, voluntary activities and others.  

B) Activities in the visited countries for the ports of call: courtesy 
call, visit to various facilities, exchange with local youths etc.  

 

Participating Countries 
 Commonwealth of Australia 
 Republic of Chile 
 Republic of Ecuador  
 Hellenic Republic 
 Solomon Islands 
 Kingdom of Sweden  
 United Republic of Tanzania 
 Republic of Turkey 
 United Arab Emirates  
 Republic of Vanuatu 
 Japan 



Schedule 
Overseas Participating Youth Japanese Participating Youth 

January 15th - 20th : 
 Regional Program 

January 19th – 20th:  
Preparatory Training Session 

January 21st – 26th : Onshore Training Session 
Port of Call 

Okinawa, Japan: January 31st 
Darwin, Australia: February 8th – 9th 

Brisbane, Australia: February 15th – 17th 

January 27th – March 1st : 
Onboard Training Session 

March 1st :  
Depart from Japan 

March 1st to 2nd :  
Post-program Training Session 

 

Connection between Meiji Era and Today 

Meiji Era, is an era of Japanese history which extended from 1868 to 1912. In this era, the “Iwakura 
Mission” was dispatched for the Japanese people to learn from other countries in the process of 
modernization and development. 2018 marks the 150th commemorative year of the Meiji Era. This 
year’s Ship for World Youth has re-acknowledged 
the strengths of Japan by introducing the significant 
leaders of Meiji Era and the advanced technologies 
of today. 
Two Japanese participating youth shared two 
leaders from Meiji Era, Ms. Umeko Tsuda and Mr. 
Eiichi Shibusawa focusing on how these two gave 
positive effects on the society. Since many of the 
participants of this program have the passion 
towards contributing to the society, it inspired 
many of them.  
 

Post-Program Activity Session 
Every year, during the SWY program, two Post-

Program Activity Sessions are held so that PYs 

can get a deeper understanding of the 

international youth exchange program 

implemented by the Cabinet Office, IYEO and 

SWYAA. 

This year, 4 members of the Administrative Staff, 

called PY Supporters organized the post-

program activity sessions together with the 

National Leaders and Facilitators. 

  PYs exchanging comments and ideas on the post 

program activity by each theme group 



Session 1: February 22nd 

Objective: To know a field in which PYs want to exercise Post Program Activity 

15:00-15:10 Introduction 

15:10-15:30 Reflection on experiences of SWY31 

15:30-15:40 Time for sharing their notion to all PYs 

15:50-16:30 Presentation of Post Program Activity by Ex-PYs 

16:35-16:55 Sharing the images of Post Program Activity 

16:55-17:10 

Dividing into 7 themes: 

 Environment 

 Peace 

 Education 

 Community 

 Health 

 Cross-Cultural Understanding 

 Keep SWYing 

17:10-17:15 Information about the next session 

 

Session 2: February 25th 

Objective: To create detailed and concrete plans for PPA 

13:40-13:50 Reviewing Session 1 and showing the time schedule of Session 2  

14:00-14:50 
Group activity by 7 theme groups 

Activity: Plan a Post Program Activity and make a poster about it 

15:05-16:00 Poster Discussion 

16:00-16:10 Summary 

 

 

Feedbacks from Organizers 

Kosuke Takata 
PY Supporter (Ex-PY of SWY27)  

In SWY31, one unique challenge was to introduce a Poster Session into a Post Program Activity Session. 

When we, PY supporters, started to prepare for this session, we discussed our advantage compared to 

ex-organizers of the session. Unlike previous years, we spent all the time with PYs since SWY program 

had started. We noticed that PYs of SWY31 seemed to like a face-to-face discussion through supporting 

each Course Discussion. In order to encourage interactive conversations about variety of their precious 

ideas, we set on a Poster Session at the last half of the second day of the Post Program Activity Session. 

Fortunately, there were some positive feedbacks concerning the Poster Session. On the other hand, 

we left future steps of this session: to make PYs’ ideas of Post Program Activity more real and specific. 

For example, there were great ideas about social media promotion at the session. But, because of no 

internet environment on Nippon Maru, it was hard to create more concrete plan of promotion with 

social media. 

In addition, I could realize my personal next step. To be honest, one of the reasons I applied for PY 

supporter was that to check my language improvement since these 4 years when I was a PY of SWY27. 

Although I was able to feel some progress of my English this time, it was still challenging to facilitate a 

meeting without any help by other PY supporters.  

At last, having a time to work with PYs, NLs+SNL and facilitators made our relationship stronger than 

before the Post program Activity Session. I hope the session will be just a beginning of your social 

contribution in the future! 



Feedbacks from Organizers 

Carlos Arbaiza 
Facilitator of Education to Make a Peaceful World (Ex-PY of SWY27, NL of SWY30) 

The post-program activity session is a great 

opportunity to guide future ex-participants on 

how to carry out collaboration activities and 

service to society, inspired by what they learned, 

discovered and developed during the SWY 

program. 

As a former participant, it is easy to understand 

that, towards the end of the program, emotions 

are many, generating confusion and, often, 

uncertainty. The future ex-participant feels that 

he or she has a lot to give, but is afraid of not 

knowing how to do it, or how to contribute to society, starting with his own community, despite having 

talents and /or resources.  

Then, it is important to realize that this young people need guidance, a helping hand that allows them 

to focus, feel more secure and organize themselves properly, pulling together their perspectives and 

priorities. I believe that receiving this help from a former participant, who knows by first hand their 

situation, greatly facilitates the transition process, because young leaders can identify themselves with 

them, can feel understood by them, and can realize that it is possible to have successful experiences 

after the program. Also, having met the people who deliver the session, throughout their own program, 

set the basis of a greater bond of trust, respect and consideration, so that the internalization of what 

is presented goes smoothly. Thus, facilitators, supporters and administrative staff in general, help to 

finish consolidating what is sought from the beginning: the development of personal skills, leadership, 

as well as enhance their vocation of service to society, promote international cooperation and achieve 

a significant impact on their own lives, as on the lives of those surrounding them. 

 

SWYAA Australia 
Preparation for Port of Call Activities of next SWY 

2018 has been another busy year for the SWY Australia Team. We updated our constitution to better 

reflect how we would like to operate now and into the future. This has also allowed us to become an 

incorporated organisation in Australia and a registered charity with the Australian Charity and Not for 

Profit Commission. We also continue to grow our online presence through our website and various 

social media channels. 

SWY Australia is excited and honoured to be chosen to host not one but two Ports of Call in 2019 as 

part of the 31st SWY program. Preparations are well underway for institutional visits and cultural 

activities in both Darwin and Brisbane with the two Port of Call committees engaging with local 

universities, businesses, youth organisations and service clubs. In October, we hosted members of the 

Cabinet Office, Government of Japan and CENTERYE on a preliminary visit to both cities. We have also 

been busy assisting the Embassy of Japan in Australia to select an Australian delegation for SWY31. 

The new delegation met in Canberra in October for the annual National Workshop. This weekend gave 

the new delegation an opportunity to meet in person, start to bond as a team, get advice from our 



alumni, receive training in Japanese culture, Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander cultural protocols, 

media and many other areas and start their planning and preparation for the program. 

SWY Australia wishes to thank the Government of Japan including the Cabinet Office and the Embassy 

of Japan in Australia as well as CENTERYE for their continued support and partnership. 

For more information on all things SWY ‘down under,’ visit: https://www.swyaus.org/ 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

SWYAA Bahrain 
“PechaKucha Night” as part of Bahrain’s Youthful Festival 2018 

 

22 Ex-PY were selected through a 

selection process by the SWYAAB board 

through many applications in order to 

participate in a week-long festival 

“Youthful” that was organized by the 

Ministry of Youth and Sports Affairs. The 

selected SWYers from different countries 

had a unique experience in this festival 

which focused on the Sustainable 

Development Goals set by the United 

Nations. The participants had the great 

opportunity to learn more about these goals and to meet many other participants from other youth 

programs. The participants also had a chance to explore Bahrain and meet their fellow Bahraini Ex 

SWYers. For the festival, SWYAAB members organized a few events for the Ex SWYers to include 

“PeehaKucha Night”-PechaKucha is a presentation style in which 20 slides are shown for 20 seconds 

each, so each SWYer had to choose a Sustainable Development Goal and present it in 20 images for 20 

seconds. The SWYers’ countries, which took part in the PechaKucha activity, were Japan, Mexico, 

Greece, Poland and Bahrain and they discussed topics such as Gender Equality, Climate Change and 



Innovation in Infrastructure. There was a panel of judges to evaluate the presentations and choose the 

best PechaKucha presentation based on different scores. 

 

SWYAA Fiji 
Supporting people in need in collaboration with government and community 

SWYAA Fiji is initiating a project called 

“Generation of Hope” in collaboration 

with interested stakeholders. Under 

this project, the first assistance was 

provided to 12 underprivileged elderly 

women in Nanuku Settlement. Out of 

the 12 elderly women assisted, some 

were people with special needs. The 

assistance provided was in form of 

goodies for them during the festive 

season and eggplant trees. 

Another social contribution that SWYAA Fiji made was sports event and youth forum. As part of sports 

development and the need to promote physical activities to combat non-communicable diseases, 

SWYAA Fiji donated sports equipment to the Topline Rugby Club. In addition to the sports equipment 

donation, financial assistance was also provided to support the Club with their participation fee for a 

local Rugby Tournament. In addition, we supported Young Women’s Leadership Forum on March 8th, 

International Women’s day. The forum was organized by the Fiji Trades Union Congress Women’s Wing 

as part of the International Women’s Day Celebrations. 

SWYAA Fiji contributed to the success of the forum by 

sponsoring $795.  

In collaboration with Ms. Haruka Ohno, Japanese Ex-PY 

from SWY26, we organized music workshop for the 

Ministry of Youth and Sports National Youth Band on 

November 13, 2018. Trainees of year 1 to 13 participated 

in this workshop. Embassy of Japan in Fiji kindly offered a 

display of Japanese artifacts. 

 

SWYAA India  
Volunteer Program with Japanese University students of Keio University, 
Tsukuba University and University of Tokyo 

SWYAA-India organized four study tours for 59 Japanese students from Keio University, Tsukuba 

University and the University of Tokyo.  

Two professors accompanied the students of Keio University in September 2017 and October 2018 

and visited New Delhi and Bodhgaya in India. These study tours to India were aimed at studying the 

current economic situation and rural public health in India in the context of education of children, 



women’s empowerment and livelihood opportunities. In Delhi, the Japanese students volunteered in 

the educational program of SWYAA India in the Open schools and in the Government Primary Schools. 

The Japanese students introduced various aspects of Japanese culture to these children through songs, 

familiar phrases, cartoon characters, and Origami. Later during their visit to the Open Schools, the 

students mentored the children and taught those Japanese songs, counting, painting, Origami before 

going for a slum walk and meeting the community. The Japanese students also visited villages in 

Bodhgaya, Bihar to study the rural livelihoods project of Bihar government and World Bank for 

enhancing the social and economic empowerment of the rural poor.  

The students studying liberal arts at the University of Tokyo visited SWYAA Open Schools in Delhi in 

2017 & 2018. They belong to a Non-Profit Organization of the university called MIS (Multilateral 

Interaction with Students) in Japan. A joint volunteering project started between SWYAA-India and 

MIS. The project involved teaching by volunteers and workshop on Japanese culture for the students 

of SWYAA open school.   

The students of Tsukuba University initiated a joint project for imparting quality education to 300 girl 

students studying in two Government primary schools in Delhi with SWYAA-India through Tsukuba 

Future Funding opportunity for one year.   

Through these projects, Japanese students got an opportunity to grow as future leaders to pull the 

world beyond the fence of the country and to do the seeding for the future.  

          

 
  



SWYAA-India  
Port of Call Activities in India of the SWY 30 

The Port of Call (POC) activity of SWY30 was held in 

India from 11 to 13 February 2018 at Kochi Port in 

Kerala.  Upon their arrival in India, the 243 participating 

youth were given a traditional Kerala welcome through 

the drum performance and garlands. The POC activities 

were organized by the Government of India, State 

Government, and SWYAA-India.  The 30 members of 

SWYAA-India gave an orientation about Kochi and 

culture and customs of Kerala to PYs. The National 

Leaders extended a Courtesy Call on the Secretary 

(Youth Affairs), Government of India and other dignitaries from the Ministries and State 

Government. Later, the participating youth visited the Marine Drive area for shopping in the local 

marketplaces ably assisted by the members of SWYAA-India.  

The Ship Administration and the Consulate General of Japan in Chennai hosted the welcome dinner in 

the ship which was attended by all the PYs, special invitees, dignitaries from the government and Indian 

Ex-PYs. Later, members of SWYAA-India presented a Bollywood night for the PYs who sang and danced 

together on Indian rhythms and sound. 

Next day the PYs visited Cochin University for course discussion and to interact with the Indian students. 

This was followed by the mini national presentations by the delegations of the respective participating 

countries to showcase the customs, traditions, lifestyle, and culture of their countries. 

Later the welcome reception was hosted by the Government of India. The Secretary (Youth Affairs) 

applauded this unique and important youth leadership program and the support of the government 

of Japan. The Administrator of Ship for World Youth Program 2017 thanked Government of India for 

their cooperation. Following this, the students of the Cochin University organized a jazz program and 

Pradip Somasundaran, Ex-PY presented melodious Bollywood songs which the participating 

youth enjoyed.  

On the third day, the participating youth visited eight local institutions to understand the work being 

carried out in social, educational and cultural fields to gain an understanding of various initiatives. The 

ship departed after the farewell ceremony from Kochi Port for Sri Lanka after successful completion of 

POC in India.   

 
 

  



SWYAA Japan 

 

  

Commemorating the 30th year of SWY 

The whole-day event to celebrate 30th anniversary of SWY program 

was held at the central Tokyo, and about 250 participants from 25 

different batches joined, including 60 JPYs of SWY30 who just 

finished the program.  

 

Aim of the event 

1) Define what Ex-PYs can do for the community and the society by 

utilizing SWY network 

2) Connect the wide range of different batches, including SWY 30 

 

First, the participants were divided into 17 different small groups 

and had an ice-break and self-introduction. Each group discussed 

ideas of post-program activities and presented their ideas to the 

audience.  

There were 17 future post-activity ideas presented, and each 

participant voted for one favorite idea. SWY Hub was selected as 

the best one, which is the platform to connect all Ex-PYs in a virtual 

world. They can contact those who have similar interests, and seek 

for business partners, pro-bono support, and opportunities of 

home stay and quick drink/dinner where they visit/travel, etc.  

At the reception party, the participants enjoyed interacts with 

other Ex-PYs. Through the reunion, the value of the SWY 

community was enhanced and recognized. 



SWYAA Kenya 
Developing friendship between Kenya and Japan 

In 2018, SWYAA Kenya engaged in following 4 activities: 

 

a) Japanese Cultural Festival – 3rd November 

The main activities were a demonstration and experience of Ikebana, the Japanese art of flower 
arrangement and a Kenya Japan Contemporary Art Program & Exhibition. Other events were Origami, 
Shodo, Yukata dressing, Japanese Language, Exhibition booths, Movie (Pop in Q), Martial Art 
demonstration and a Cosplay runway.  

b) Kenya Japan Alumni Association (KEJAA) AGM – 18th August 

Members from the four (4) associations, under the KEJAA umbrella, meeting during the AGM to discuss 
pertinent issues and initiatives that will propel the Association to greater heights. KEJAA members also 
made a presentation on the report of an Educational Tour to Nyahururu, Laikipia funded by the 
Embassy of Japan. Gracing the meeting was the JICC Director, Mr. Seiji Tashiro. 

c) His Majesty, The Emperor’s 86th Birthday Reception – 5th December 

The reception was held at the Ambassador’s residence in Nairobi and attended by several senior 
Government officials, Ambassadors and diplomatic corps members, representatives of international 
organizations, business leaders, Japanese residents and SWYAA Kenya representatives, among other 
esteemed guests. 

d) SWYAA Kenya Members Attending Public Lecture at the Embassy – 14th March 

Mr. Koichiro Kobayashi, a Paraclimbing athlete and founder of 
Monkey Magic, delivered a public lecture titled “A Life Story of a 
Visually Impaired Climber”, sharing his personal experiences with 
the audience. Subsequently, he shared good news of establishing 
a new venture in Kenya, as part of the accredited activity of the 
Sport for Tomorrow initiated by the Government of Japan.  

  




