
SWYAA Mexico 

Disaster Risk Socialization Project in Mexico 

According to the United Nations Office for Disaster Risk Reduction, between 1998 and 2017, climate-

related disasters accounted 91% of all 7,255 major recorded events. To mention some of the 10 

countries with the greatest economic losses, the United States lost US$ 944.8 billion; Japan, US$376.3 

billion; India, US$ 79.5 billion; and Mexico, US$ 46.5 billion. 

There is no doubt that Disaster Risk Reduction is one of the most important topics to consider during 

the implementation timeframe of the 2030 Agenda. During the Ship for World Youth Leaders Program 

of 2016, we had the chance to actively discuss this matter in the Disaster Risk Reduction (DRR) Course, 

facilitated by Ms. Asako Haga. It was in the DRR Course where the Disaster Risk Socialization (DRS) 

Project was presented. 

The DRS Project is meant to provide the communities -through a comprehensive and participative 

process- with the essential information about disaster risk reduction and the tools needed to create a 

local resilience plan where everyone is involved. The project is being implemented as a Post Program 

Activity since that year. 

Through the City Planning Institute of Saltillo, Mexico (IMPLAN Saltillo), the first experience of the DRS 

Project was conducted at the Gustavo Espinoza Mireles Community Center. The outcomes of this 

experience helped us to create a first Manual of Implementation for the DRS Project, which was 

published by IMPLAN Saltillo. 

This year, with the support of the Science and Technology Council of Coahuila and the Autonomous 

University of Coahuila, and the help of Ms. Asako Haga, a DRR Conference and a Workshop for the 

creation of Local Resilience Plans was presented to over 50 students of the University and the 

Technological Institute of Saltillo.  

Thanks to the DRR Course we continue having a valuable local impact with the unique global view 

provided by SWY. 



SWYAA Peru 
Social Contribution and Japanese festival “Matsuri” 

On Sunday, December 2nd of 2018, 16 members and friends and family of SWYAA Peru visited “Centro 

Thomas Helm Marianista” for the seventh time in the past 5 years. This center is located at Callao 

district (an area of the capital city of Lima that exposes high levels of insecurity and crime) and provides 

a safe space for youth to learn and develop valuable bonds of friendship. Building on the special talents 

and experience of the members of SWYAA Peru, this visit was planned and organized by the Directive 

Board and then carried out by members of the different batches. Over 90 children and adolescents 

participated in the visit, and they helped make the day very dynamic, joyful and enriching.  

The day started with the welcome and icebreakers and was followed by workshops on yoga, theater, 

music and drawing. Each of these workshops was led by a SWYAA member. The idea of these 

workshops was to help the participants develop their talents and express their creativity freely. After 

the workshops, they gathered back together and shared some songs. This musical moment was good 

to strengthen the bond amongst all of them. Later, they reflected on the activities of the morning and 

the mission of SWYAA and they shared “panetones” and chocolate milk, which are the typical food and 

drink for Peruvian Christmas celebrations. As SWYAA Peru we have developed a strong connection 

with the youth of Centro Thomas Helm Marianista and, because of that, they intend to continue visiting 

and sharing with the kids and adolescents, encouraging them to grow into talented and generous 

leaders. 

  

SWYAA Peru and Lima Girls Scouts joined forces to gather clothes, 

blankets and coats for supporting those affected by cold weather 

in the town of Chiara. This town is located in the district of Chiara 

in the city of Andahuaylas, 3870 meters above sea level. This and 

other districts have been affected by temperatures under -10°C 

and its population is mainly poor and doesn´t have the necessary 

means for protecting from cold. In this opportunity, the Director 

of Lima Girl Scouts and Rodrigo Coquis, President of SWYAA Peru 

discussed about further cooperation opportunities between both 

institutions. The consensus was that both had similar goals such 

as: promoting youth contribution to society and empowering 

young people with leadership skills and should cooperate in more 

projects from now on. 



As a result of the strong inter-institutional relationship between Peru´s Alumni Association, the 

Embassy of Japan and Nikkei associations, on Saturday, November 13th, SWYAA Peru members were 

invited to take part in the main parade of the XXVII 

Matsuri AELU 2018. The Matsuri is the final event of 

the Japanese Cultural Week and gathers all the 

elements of a Japanese festival such as traditional 

Japanese dances and performances, the Mikoshi, 

delicious Japanese and Nikkei dishes and the Hanabi 

show (fireworks show). This event is one of the biggest 

opportunities to gather as SWYAA, enjoy the Japanese 

culture and strengthen the friendship between its 

associates. 

 

SWYAA Russia 

FIFA2018 unites SWYers 

 

This year Russia was honored to host FIFA World Cup for the first time in history. Thirty-two national 

teams played in twelve stadiums located from the Black Sea in the South to the Baltic Sea in the North.  

Streets of eleven Russian cities filled with the atmosphere of international friendship, fun and sport 

spirit. We were very pleased that our SWY friends from all over the World were cheering for Russia 

and some of them could visit us. SWYAA Russia deeply appreciate all 16 SWYers from 8 different 

countries who visited us this warm summer. We are especially thankful to Maryam Alansari (SWY28, 

UAE), Naskaf (SWY28, Bahrain) and Lahiru Mihiran (SWY28, Sri-Lanka) who were volunteering in Kazan 

and Moscow helping in organization such massive tournament. Unfortunately, FIFA2018 with it bright 

emotions finished too fast, but in 1.5 years Saint-Petersburg with cooperation of 13 Europe cities will 

hold the second primary football competition– UEFA Euro 2020 scheduled in June and July. We hope 

to see all SWYers here in Russia enjoying great time, our hospitality and atmosphere of international 

sport festival. 

          
 

 

  



SWYAA Spain 
SWY Winter clothing donation campaign 

SWYAA Spain joined the SWY Winter clothing donation campaign organized by SWYAA Canada and 

SWYAA Brazil. The main objective is to gather and donate winter clothing items to a worthy 

organization of your choice that is responsible for spreading them through to:  

 the most needed regions of the city 

 homeless people in highly urbanized areas 

We gathered winter clothing in Madrid and 

everything was donated to the association Pato 

Amarillo, aimed at helping people without 

resources and we also gathered winter clothing in 

Hamburg (Germany) where everything was donated 

to Evangelisch Stiftung Alsterdorf. We are very 

proud of the results because we gathered hundreds 

of pieces of cloth (coats, jumpers, trousers, 

blankets…) which for sure were really helpful for 

many families living in Madrid and Hamburg.  

 

 

 

SWYAA Spain 

SWY 10 - 20th Anniversary Reunion in Dubai, U.A.E. (March 22_26, 2018)  

“We’ll meet again soon. Very soon!”  

Oh yes, we said that. However, time really flies, and life led each of us to our own destinations after 

we got off the ship. Only a few of us had e-mail and keeping in touch with 281 people regularly before 

Facebook wasn’t easy. So just like that, 20 years passed by. 

But, as our 20th anniversary came closer, our desire to get together once again grew stronger. We 

sailed the Indian Ocean for 2 months together and became a family. They are the people who really 

dig you. But it was not all flowers and bees. We sure did have our moments of challenge. But hey were 

there with you. And they decided to be there for you. So, we needed to meet again.  

It seemed impossible to reach everyone after 20 years, but eventually, we managed to get hold of two 

thirds of us and told them that we were going to celebrate our 20th anniversary.  

Once we got to Dubai, it was as if we were on the Nippon Maru again. A batch mate drove from Oman, 

others flew from Bahrain, Czech Republic, East Timor, Indonesia, Japan, Kenya, Mexico, Spain, South 

Africa, Sweden, Taiwan and US.  Our wonderful local committee found a fabulous place in an oasis, 

where we could spend a few days just by ourselves. We also brought our family in and went on to the 

safari ride, flied kites in the desert and our children had a bike ride at UNESCO’s world heritage site. 

Kids played as if they were cousins and had always known each other. In Dubai, we toured the old city 

and went out for a night cruise. But the most important thing was that we spent a lot of time together, 



remembering the things we did and laughing out loud as we watched the videos and pictures from our 

days, and catching up on each other’s lives after the ship.  

This reunion made us all realize once again, that we are who we are because we lived what we lived 

during our program, and that beautiful spirit of peace, friendship and love that once grew amongst us 

over the Indian Ocean, still lives strongly in our way of life.  

 

 
 

 

SWYAA Sri Lanka 

Nippon Maru Back in Sri Lanka – POC 2018  

 

The sun has risen for another special day: It was the day, we 

waited for 2 long years, it was the day, we prepared ourselves 

for 1 long year to welcome 240 Youths around the globe and it 

was the day, we were so excited to see her again in Sri Lanka. 

Yes, it was the day the ship Nippon Maru arrived in Sri Lanka 

with 240 youth leaders of 11 different countries of the globe.  

On 15th February 2018 at 8.25 a.m. our second home, Nippon 

Maru arrived in Colombo as her third resting place. As a SWY 

Alumni member, it was my first time to welcome Nippon Maru 

in Sri Lanka. When I saw the ship which was heading to 

Colombo port, I exactly cannot explain how I felt. There are no 

such words to explain that feeling even in my mother-tongue. I believe all the Alumni members felt 

the same. 

After the official welcome, it was our time as alumni members to welcome our new family, SWY30 to 

Sri Lanka. We welcomed all the PYs onboard warmly and I got an opportunity to welcome them by 

delivering a speech in Japanese. It was my second experience to speak in Japanese in front of such a 

huge audience after SWY 28.  



During the free time PYs got a chance to walk around Colombo. Some went to Galle-face Green and 

Gangarama temple to see the beauty of Sri Lanka. And some visited Laksala, the largest state owned 

gift, souvenir and handicraft shop, to buy souvenirs. In the evening, alumni members and volunteers 

from National Youth Services Council (NYSC), Maharagama guided PYs to enjoy their free time in Sri 

Lanka. After the free time, we all headed back to Nippon Maru and arranged a tea party onboard. The 

tea party on 7th floor reminded me of the Sri Lankan night that we organized as the Sri Lankan 

Delegation for SWY28.  

The 2nd day was quite a busy day, because we visited several places with PYs. In the morning, we all 

went to the University of Colombo. PYs participated in several discussion sessions according to their 

course discussions. I believe they had a 

great time at the university and we must 

appreciate the effort done by the 

students, lecturers and officers of 

University of Colombo to make PYs’ time 

valuable. Next we headed to “Temple 

Trees,” the official residence of the Prime 

Minister of Sri Lanka. The PYs and ADM 

had a special invitation from Prime 

Minister Hon. Ranil Wickramasinghe for a 

lunch reception at the Temple Trees. PYs 

got a chance to meet the Prime Minister. 

The Evening session was dedicated for the Institutional Visits. The 10 places they visited are Sri Lanka 

Women Development Services Cooperation Society Limited, Thidora Organization, Helpage Center, 

Ape Gama, Department of Ayurvedha, Independent Television Network, National Gem and Jewelry 

Authority, Mithuro Mithuro, Sri Lanka Federation of Youth Clubs and Sri Lanka Volunteer Association. I 

went to Thidora Organization with PYs and this place is for children with disabilities. They teach those 

children to develop their talents like dancing, singing, acting and so on. PYs did several activities with 

those children and I witnessed that both PYs and children were satisfied about that program.  

In the night, SWYAA- Sri Lanka planned and organized a special Sri Lankan night with the help of NYSC. 

For PYs, we prepared some games like ‘Mr. & Miss Nippon Maru’ and ‘the best dancing couple. ’ It was 

a late night party and was really nice to see how PYs enjoyed themselves.  

The 3rd day was the day of departure. In the morning, PYs visited NYSC and we got a chance to see each 

delegation’s performance on stage. We enjoyed their amazing performances. I think I must mention 

about Miss Eriko Kurokawa from SWY28 who is presently working in Sri Lanka as a volunteer. She got 

a special chance to perform on stage in front of SWY30, as she is learning Sri Lankan Traditional dance 

in Sri Lanka. She danced brilliantly like a Sri Lankan, so that we all were so surprised and proud of her. 

After the open ship, it was the time to say Good 

bye to our beloved Nippon Maru. We felt sad and 

lonely. We did our part as much as we can for 3 

days. But, it was not enough for all of us. However, 

we understood that our loving SWY30 family had 

spent really a great time in Sri Lanka. The reaction 

to “How was Sri Lanka?” was unbelievable. We did 

not expect such a kind appreciation from PYs. It 

was really nice to see their satisfied smiles and 

faces. Their smiles meant a lot for us.  



SWYAA Sweden 

SWY Camp in Sweden  
 

The Camp SWY was included as an event during the 

150th year democratic relations between Sweden 

and Japan, which we are proud of. The programme 

started with packed activities during the 1.5 day in 

Stockholm, with our own professional tour guide, 

Åsa, an Ex-PY herself (SWY10 and SWY23). Her 

engaging and knowledgeable way of talking about 

Stockholm, its history and its prominent places was 

highly appreciated. The programme included 

among others, a visit to the city hall, the Vasa 

museum, traditional Swedish food and a stroll to 

explore the beautiful city by foot. We also had an 

informal luncheon together with members from the Japanese Embassy in Sweden (Mr. Toshio Yadomi, 

Ms. Noriko Kurihara and Mr. Roger Klein.) 

The second half of the programme allowed more for the relaxed, informal feeling that the organized 

aimed for at Västeräng on Lake Mälaren. Activities included among others canoeing, BBQ, trying out 

water sports, games and also a boat tour one day in Askersund. The evaluation from the participants 

showed that they really appreciated the relaxed and informal atmosphere and the rural setting of 

camp Västeräng. The organizing committee was also happy about the achievement of delivering such 

a good programme, and we had such a wonderful time and the most amazing weather during the 

activities.  

 

Article provided from SWYAA-Canada: 

SWY Camp in Sweden 

In the beginning of August, SWYers from all around the globe gathered in beautiful Stockholm where 

they spent a week attending Sweden’s SWY Camp. 

The trip entailed two days spent in Stockholm sightseeing and four days at camp Västeräng located by 

Sweden’s second largest lake. Fourteen different batches from eleven countries were represented. 

“Friends from all over the world reunited to spend one week together, water skiing, kayaking, wall 

climbing and playing traditional Swedish games” says Mifuyu Shimizu from Japan. 

At official reunions there is little time for casual conversations and spontaneous networking. SWY 

Camp provided the alternative; a laid-back, relaxed and informal event where old and new SWY bonds 

could grow and flourish. 

“We wanted to reconnect to the SWY spirit by offering an opportunity to foster international 

relationships, personal development and cross-cultural connections” says SWYAA Sweden. 

The planning process took 6 people. “We started a year ahead and moved over to having short 

meetings every second week for briefing and updates” says Carolina Hawranek of SWYAA Sweden. 

K-G Eriksson, SWY Sweden’s treasurer first came up with the idea of doing a reunion at his campsite 

back in 2011. “It took almost 6 years until we had a board strong enough to start planning” he says. 

They spread the duties amongst themselves, from budgeting, embassy contacts, bookings, 

accommodations, etc. 

“To have small reunions is a wonderful way to fill up my SWY spirit” says K-G Eriksson. In particular, he 

enjoyed having so many new friends know Sweden- not just the internationally known facts but the 



downsides and background stories too. “It was fun to see them come to a normal Swedish supermarket 

and meet local swede’s” says Eriksson. 

The camp was truly a communal effort, with participants being divided in letter groups to help with 

food and dishes. “A lot of things in SWY Camp were so memorable from the long walking tour in 

Stockholm, the museums, beautiful lakes and the food time ringing the bell” says Mahmood Alfarsi 

from Oman. 

K-G Eriksson describes the time spent together is wonderful. “If you have a strong SWYAA board, I 

would absolutely recommend making something similar” he says. 

“The Swedish love nature and the outdoors. We would love to host a similar activity in Spain!” 

comments Paloma from Spain, “SWY spirit for me is the wish of keeping our connections alive and 

feeling like you are part of the SWY family - a family that keeps growing even after SWY ends.” 

Carolina from SWYAA Sweden says to not underestimate the workload of getting PY’s signed up and 

reminding them about transferring their fees. 

“But once the SWYers arrive it’s all worth it!” she exclaims.  

 

 

      

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

SWYAA USA 
At Japanese American National Museum in Los Angeles for a Day of 
Remembrance 

On Saturday, February 17, SWYers from 5 different 

countries visited the Japanese-American National 

Museum (JANM) in Los Angeles for the Day of 

Remembrance and Transpacific Borderlands. They 

were present for a day of activities that paid 

tribute to the Issei and Nisei generations. This day 

commemorates the Japanese American 

internment during World War II, a difficult yet 

important aspect of Japanese American history 

when President Roosevelt signed Executive Order 

9066 on February 19, 1942, an act that led to the 



forced evacuation and mass incarceration of 120,000 Americans of Japanese ancestry during World 

War II. Generations of families were devastated by this requirement. Let's continue to work together 

in unity and understanding so that future fears never overtake human empathy and reason. 

2018 marks the 76th anniversary of the signing of Executive Order 9066 and also "commemorates the 

30th anniversary of the signing of the Civil Liberties Act of 1988, the legislation that provided a formal 

apology from the US government and monetary reparations to survivors of the incarceration. Years in 

the making, this landmark legislation went a long way toward providing vindication and closure for the 

Japanese American community. Over 82,500 survivors received the President’s apology and the token 

monetary compensation provided by the CLA." 

In addition to the Day of Remembrance activities, SWYers went to a special exhibit of Transpacific 

Borderlands: The Art of Japanese Diaspora in Lima, Los Angeles, Mexico City, and São Paulo. This 

exhibit examined the experiences of artists of Japanese ancestry born, raised, or living in either Latin 

America or predominantly Latin American neighbourhoods of Southern California. 

 

SWYAA Tonga 
Global Assembly 2018 in Tonga 

It was our great honor for SWYAA Tonga to host 12th 

Global Assembly. Prior to the official opening ceremony, 

participants enjoyed two nights of homestay at Ex-PYs’ 

home, which allowed them to touch upon culture. Then 

from November 19th, official program started with 

welcome speech by Hon. Losaline Ma’asi, Minister of 

Internal Affairs of Kingdom of Tonga and Mr. Tetsuya Ishii, 

Ambassador of Japan to Kingdom of Tonga. While some 

participants joined us from neighbouring countries such 

as Fiji and New Zealand, the other participants were from as far as Sweden, Japan, etc. Institutional 

visits to the Villages for the Women Development Groups and Women’s Farm offered opportunities 

to interact with local women engaged in traditional weaving and farming. The visit also disclosed 

challenges they face, such as emerging new technology that might take the position of traditions. 

Optional tour to Pangaimotu Island and Royal Sunset Resort showcased beautiful landscape and 

marine creatures, which we believe one of the best attractions of Tonga. 

In addition to the outdoor activities, participants engaged in discussion facilitated by Satoshi Nakazawa, 

Deputy Secretary General of SWYAA International and exchanged ideas how to maximize the future 

Global Assembly’s key contents. Looking back on their stay in Tonga, participants suggested that 

homestay could be the option of 

accommodations since they had 

enjoyed their time with host families in 

Tonga.  On November 23rd, the final 

evening of 12th Global Assembly in 

Tonga, was closed with dinner 

reception near the beach. Coloured by 

songs, dances, cooking, chats and 

laughter, it became an unforgettable 

nights. 



SWYAA Russia 

Global Assembly 2019 in Russia 

 

On behalf of SWYAA Russia, I am happy to announce and invite you to 13th Global Assembly 2019 in Moscow. 

Save the date from August 31st to September 4th. During the program, we would like you to socialize a 

lot, meet old friends, get acquainted with new people, and dive into the SWY spirit again. In 

combination with Global Assembly, we 

organize RUSWY train as one of the 

optional tours after Global Assembly. 

The concept of the RUSWY Train is to 

give participants a chance to explore 

Russian life and get acquainted with our 

country through different activities 

while crossing the country by train. We 

plan to travel from Moscow to 
Vladivostok.  
 

The Tokyo Conference for the Ex-Participating Youth  
Ship for World Youth Program ~MEIJI 150th~ 

Date 

March 24th to 26th in 2019 

 

Participating country 

 Republic of Fiji 

 India 

 Republic of Kenya 

 United Mexican State 

 Sultanate of Oman 

 Republic of Peru 

 Russian Federation 

 Kingdom of Spain 

 Democratic Socialist Republic of Sri Lanka 

 Kingdom of Tonga 

 Japan 

 

Highlights of the conference 

In order to assist activities and to develop the SWY alumni network further, the Tokyo Conference for 

Ex-Participating Youth (Ex-PY Conference) was held by Cabinet Office, Japanese Government. 

The representatives engaged in intensive discussion on how to make the outcomes of SWY program 

more visible. The first day of the conference was open for the public to enjoy the presentation 

introducing the post program activities of each country. It was broadcasted in real time through social 

networking service, which allowed Ex-PYs from all over the world to observe the part of conference. 

Based on the discussion of first two days, the representatives visited the Cabinet Office and made 



requests to the Cabinet Office such as intimate communication and logistical support with SWYAA. The 

representatives also emphasized the importance of Tokyo Conference for Ex-PY on a regular basis, 

which secure the space of face-to-face communication between alumni and the Cabinet Office. To 

conclude the conference, the group made a courtesy call to Mr. Akira Sato, the State Minister of 

Cabinet Office, Government of Japan. On behalf of the group, Mr. Lokuvalu Leha, the representative 

from Kingdom of Tonga who is also the Ex-PY of SWY3 expressed appreciation to the Japanese 

Government for their continuous effort to develop this program.  

Time Schedule 

Date Time Schedule 

March 
24 

(Sun) 

10:00－12:00 

Conference 1  
<Agenda> 
 - Orientation & Self-introduction 
 - Procedure of creating official SWY logo   

  Lunch 

13:30－17:00 

Presentation on recent Post Program Activities 
<Order of presentation> 
- Opening remark from the representative of Cabinet Office 
- Updates from the latest voyage: SWY31 
- Presentation by Fiji, India, Japan, Kenya, Mexico 
- Question & Answer session 
- Presentation by Oman, Peru, Spain, Sri Lanka, Russia, Tonga  
- Question & Answer session 
- Group discussion by themes 
- Closing speech by representative of IYEO  

19:30－21：00 Dinner reception hosted by IYEO 

March 
25 

(Mon) 

10:00－12:30 

Conference 2 
<Agenda> 
 - Brainstorm on selection process of Global Assembly hosting 
country  
 - Exchanging ideas on efficient engagement of new SWY Ex-PYs 

  Lunch  

14:00－18:00 
Conference 3 
<Agenda> 
 - Preparation for the dialogue with Cabinet Office representatives  

March 
26 

(Tue) 

10:00－12:30 

Conference 4 
<Agenda> 
 - Brainstorm on how to develop collaboration with Cabinet Office 

  Lunch with Cabinet Office representatives 

14:00－16:30 

Visit to Cabinet Office 
<Agenda> 
- Courtesy call to Mr. Akira Sato, State Minister of Cabinet Office 
- Dialogue with Cabinet Office representatives 
- Wrap-up session  

 




