


 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

December 27th, 2012 

Ms. Masako Mori 
Minister for State for Youth Affairs 
Cabinet Office, Government of Japan 

Your Excellency, 

With my profoundest appreciation, as President of the Ship for World Youth Alumni Association 
of the Republic of Peru, I would like to express my concern about the cancellation of the Ship for 
World Youth Program (SWY), sponsored by the Cabinet Office of the Japanese Government. 

For the past 24 years, the SWY Program has brought together young leaders of diverse cultural 
backgrounds in a unique program that aims at making a profound contribution to human 
development and establishing globalized networks among the young leaders of Japan and the 
world. The strong bonds created from this experience are unique to a ship-based program like 
SWY, and there resides its more significant value. 

Our country has been honored to be invited seven times in total, and our local Alumni 
Association counts for more than 70 members who are active leaders in all public, private, 
development and academic sectors. Because of the great impact of SWY Program in our lives, 
we consider ourselves as goodwill ambassadors of Japan and its culture. 

Though we can find initiatives with similar objectives in other latitudes, no program compares to 
SWY in boosting leadership, intercultural understanding and international cooperation. It is the 
same for the way it positively influences the image of Japan between the future leaders of the 
world. 

For all these reasons exposed, and on behalf of all Peruvian ex-participants, I humbly request 
your Excellency to reconsider the decision of cancelling the SWY Program. We understand 
that Japan is facing very severe economic difficulties and that priorities must be established. 
Nonetheless, as former participants of all ages and diverse backgrounds, we look forward to 
your Excellency’s recognition of the program’s importance and its vital necessity of continuity, 
for the benefit of future generations. 

Yours sincerely, 

Jaime Sotomayor 
President 
Ship for World Youth Alumni Association of Peru 






