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Dear Ms. Mori, 

We are writing this letter as citizens of the world, trying to express our deep concerns 

regarding the news about the decision to be taken by the Japanese Government on the 

discontinuation of Ship for World Youth (SWY) program.  

Today’s process of economic globalization means that we cannot function in isolation but 

must interact with the rest of the world for survival. The global nature of many widely 

diverse modern problems and issues call for cooperation between nations. Practitioners in 

a wide variety of fields have realized the importance of intercultural communication which 

became a necessity. The Japanese people have realized this many years ago, proving to 

be pioneers in global cooperation and friendship initiatives, thus, they established the 

international exchange programs of International Youth Exchange Organization of Japan 

(IYEO). SWY is the best school for future global citizens, providing our societies with the 

leaders that will cooperate and deal with global issues, while at the same time gives them 

the tools to do so. We are confident that the world would have already been a better 

place if everyone had the chance to participate in SWY and if all countries were as 

generous and visionaries as Japan is. 

We are writing this letter as citizens of a country in crisis, knowing better than anyone the 

importance of saving money but also realizing that the most important thing in the world 

lays not so much in where we stand, as in what direction we will decide to move on. The 

economic crisis can generalize in a deeper crisis of values and principles. SWY can be part 

of humanity’s resistance, by being even more enriched, knocking down walls of 

differences and building bridges of understanding and cooperation. The real cost of 

educational programs like SWY cannot be measured in money but in the hopes and 

futures of its participants and the global society as a whole. It is indeed true that 

education costs money but then again, ignorance and isolation can cost more in the long 

term. 

We believe that the art of becoming wise is the art of knowing what to overlook and we 

hope that the Japanese Government will take a wise decision realizing the value for 




